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For The Sunday-School Times, 
WEARINESS. 


So weary, Father! all the livelong day, 
Beneath a threatening sky of ashen gray, 
These tired feet have trod a troubled way. 


So weary! heavy laden! cross and rod 
Were laid upon us till the fair green sod 
Is marked with blood where’er our feet have trod. 


So weary! wounded! all the day has been 
One long, sore conflict with the hosts of sin, 
Fierce foes without, and flercer foes within. 


So weary ! well-nigh vanquished! Thou alone 
Our depths of bitterness and shame hast known, 
Thy perfect love still claims us for Thineown! 


So weary! broken-hearted ! yearning sore 
For cheering voices that are heard no more, 
And loved, lost faces that are gone before, 


So weary! feet and hands and heart and brain, 
So sore the toil has been, so long the pain, 
Oh, Father, tell us it was notin vain ! 


So weary ! sorrowful, and sore oppressed ! 
Glad to be here because Thou knowest best, 
But very children, longing for thy rest! 


So weary, Father! Comfort us tg-night, 
Enfold us with Thine arm’s protecting mighf, 
And tarry with us till the morning light! 


Andover, Mass. MABEL, 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE ADVERTISEMENT ANSWERED, 


A Superintendent Fonand. 
BY A PASTOR. 


PUZZLED doctor of divinity, I see, is 
advertising in your paper for a Sun- 
day-school superintendent. Perhaps a leaf 
out of an older man’s experience may help 
him! 

I was once in asimilarcondition. I had 
just become pastor of the church. The 
best man init was the Sunday-school super- 
intendent. He was the deacon of the church. 
There were two or three others, but his 
earnestness, faithfulness and piety gave 
him the title. No exhibition, no storm, 
no late supper—nothing—could keep him 
from prayer-meeting. I loved that man. 
[leaned upon him. He was my helper in 
the church. But no man is excellent in 
everything. He was naturally utterly un- 
fitted for the office of superintendent. He 
was slow. He would preach. He had a 
very solemn tone. 

Itwas awful to hear him. The five points 
of Calvinism were all in his face, mollified 
by his intense kindness, but all the more 
Prosy for that. What could I do? 

The honest way would have been to ¢ell 
him just what [I am now telling you. But 
I couldn’t. I was young. I was afraid I 








would hurt his feelings. But it would 
have been true kindness to do it. However, 
I proposed to help him. I did help him, 
and things went better. But he was too 
old to learn new tricks, and I had to give 
it up. He had held the office ten years, 
nobody else being supposed able or willing 
to do it. I looked about me. I founda 
man regular at church service, intelligent 
in his looks, but not much interested in the 
church. His business was in a_ neigh- 
boring city. It’ was a large business. It 
required great executive ability. I said 
‘*He’s the man.’’ I went to him. He 
proved to be—or to have been—a member 
of a church far distant in time in place. I 
told him what I wanted. He demurred. 
I pleaded the case. I told him all the facts. 
I said, ‘‘ Years ago you professed to love 
the Lord Jesus. You are as much bound 
to live for him asI. Send for your certifi- 
cate. Connect yourself with the church. 
Take charge of the Sunday-school.”’ 

** But I don’t know how,”’ said he. 

‘You know how to direct your business 
during the week,’’ said I. ‘‘ This requires 
less than that. You can doit. I will work 
with you until all goes smoothly. The 
simple question is, Willi you? I need you. 
I can’t do all this work alone. You need 
to do it for your soul’s sake, to save you 
from worldliness. Christ wants you to do 
it for him. Wit you?’ I waited for the 
answer. Presently it came with delibera- 
tion and firmness, ‘‘ By God’s help I will.”’ 
And he did. I cannot tell you what com- 
fort Ihad with that man. He brought into 
the Sunday-school all the promptness and 
accuracy and precision of the counting- 
room. We gave him carte blanche in 
choosing his assistants, and from that 
day to this the schoo] has been going on 
prospering and to prosper. 

The former superintendent has all the 
while had a large class of adults studying 
the Bible in the school, and is the best sat- 
isfied man in it. 

The present superintendent is all that 
your ‘“‘advertisement’’ asked for, and 
much more. Many, many a time has 
he thanked me with tears in his eyes for 
the urgency with which I insisted on his 
taking hold of the work. Two of his own 
children have found the Saviour in the 
school, and many more besides, to be stars 
in his crown. He has gathered around him 
a band of efficient, faithful teachers. He 
meets them weekly. 

He —. But why particularize? Can’t 
Dr. Thompson find such a man in his par- 
ish,—wherever it is? 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
Ruts, 


BY MRS. M, E. SANGSTER, 


UMAN nature is fond of ruts. There 

is something about a footpath that 
somebody else las begun, which seems to 
fascinate every one who goes the same way. 
If a man opens his field to the public, 
for a short cut, the feet that first trample 
down the daisies shall be followed fast by 
other feet, and a hard beaten path will 
speedily be made. In the most natural 
way in the world, everything on wheels, 
seems to follow in the very groves made by 
everything else, and so the ruts are worn 
deep into the soil. 

So it is with us sometimes in the Sunday- 
school. We get hold ofa really good thing 
—a new plan which seems to interest and 
attract, and we are pleased with it, and 
keep on with it, year after year, when per- 
haps the school has outgrown it. Nothing 
lasts forever. The story that pleased the 
child of six, falls flat on the ear of sixteen. 
The method that catches the mission scho- 
lar an.i fixes his attention, will not do for 
the trained and educated scholar of the 
church school. But teachers forget this, 
and go on, from week to week, telling the 
same truthsin the same way, not seeing 
that it is a weariness to the flesh to listen 
to them. They have got into ruts. 

Ruts and basements seem to have a pecu- 
liar affinity for each other. How I wish 
that some schools I know of, groping after 
the truth in dark, dingy basements, with 
a vault-like atmosphere, and the dust and 
cobwebs of seasons hanging upon them, 
could be lifted for one day into such a room 
as I saw yesterday. The St. John’s Metho- 
dist church in Williamsburgh is famous 
for its well-conducted school. In the large 
airy room, beautiful with every grace of 
art, with the sweet invitations of gospel love 
encircling the walls, with a fountain softly 
playing in the centre, and a piano and 
organ to assist the songs, seven hundred 
happy children are gathered from week to 
week, all learning, in the brightness of 
their youth—the lesson we want to have 
all the children learn—that Jesus is a pre- 
cious Saviour, that he asks them to come 
to him ‘just now.’? A Sunday-school can be 
held in abarn. One of the most interesting 
Ieversaw, made upofold and young, to the 
number of more than a hundred untutor- 
ed black people, hungry for the bread of 
life, was so held in Princess Anne county, 
Virginia. A Sunday-school éan be held in 
an omnibus, or a rail car, or the cabin 
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of a boat, or on the street, or under a 
tree. Butif it be possible, it deserves a bet- 
ter place. The place can hardly be too 
beautiful, too lovely, too full of home swee.- 
ness and heart grace, in which we teach 
our children of the blessed Saviour who 
has gone to prepare the mansions where 
his saints shall dwell forevermore. 

Have I wandered from my subject, dear 
Sunday-School Times? Notatall! Goto 
one of the schools, which are held in a dis- 
mal underground apartment, and say 
‘*map,’’ or ‘‘ blackboard,’ or ‘‘ object les- 
son,’’ and you raise an instant storm of 
surprise and opposition! ‘‘ I am opposed 
on principle to everything new,’’ said 
a worthy teacher in my hearing one day 
last summer. ‘‘The way I was taught 
when a boy is the best way for my boys. 
Don’t bring innovations into our school, 
whatever you do!”’ 

We all wish honestly to do our utmost 
towards the fulfillment of that petition, 
‘‘Thy kingdom come!’’ The end we have 
in view is the same, though we may differ 
as to the best means. Jesus only! Jesus 
first! Jesus now and forever, is the song 
that is singing in our hearts. And so let 
us go through life with open eyes, willing 
to see flowers, if they don’t bloom in our 
fields, willing to try plans, if they are not 
our plans, willing to take different courses 
with different people. It needs a heroic 
effort to get out of a rut, but it is worth 
while to make it. 

> > 


For The Sunday-School Times. 


THE FINAL EXAMINATION, 


A YOUNG man who graduated at West 

Point, said that so intense was the 
feeling and anxiety felt with regard to the 
final examination, at the close of the course, 
that the first scholar in his class fainted 
and fell at the first question asked him. 
He felt that his standing in the profession 
he had chosen was now at stake—that his 
future position depended upon the manner 
in which he acquitted himself. 

If the loss or gain ofa little worldly dis- 
tinction could so move a man, what must 
be the feeling of the soul as it stands alone 
at the bar of God! Weshall be judged as 
individuals. Each must appear by himself 
at the great judgment as truly as if he were 
the only person in theuniverse. Oh, what 
a meaning in that word: ‘‘Some shall 
awake to shame and everlasting contempt.’’ 
No wonder that they ‘‘ pray for the rocks 
and mountains to fall on them.”’ 

West Point honors are but for the little 
moment of time here, but the results of this 
final examination are for eternity. The 
cadet keeps this examination constantly in 
view. He studies and drills with the 
wrestler’s earnestness to attain a high 
standing at the close. How strange that 
we so losesight of this solemn hour. There 
are often mistakes made in worldly judg- 
ment, but there will be no mistake there. 

In the bank of England is a curious ma- 
chine into which sovereigns are poured, 
like grain intoa mill. As they passon one 
by one, all that arelight weight are thrown 








to one side, those of full weight to an- 
other. So thatthe distinction is made with 
unerring certainty. So will it be at the 
last day. 

What an overwhelming thought to even 
the Christian are the solemn realities of 
this hour! How can he thusstand before 
a holy Judge and answer for all the 
thoughts, words, and deeds of his life! 
There is only one thought that can cheer 
him in that moment,—‘' My Redeemer is 
my Judge.’’ It is before the ‘judgment 
seat of Christ’’ that we are to come. Oh, 
what joy in that thought! If a loving 
brother had our destiny in his hands, we 
should have no fear or anxiety about it, we 
know how he would decide it. Our joy 
will be full even at that hour. 

But, oh, what must it be to stand alone 
before that bar ? 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
Don’t Worry! 
BY MISS E. E. NEWMAN. 


os faithful teacher sometimes struggles 
with discouragement in the work be- 
cause he forgets the difference between the 
finite and the infinite. Perhaps few would 
acknowledge that this is the root of the de- 
pression with which they look upon their 
efforts, but I think we shall find that a 
want of apprehension of a fact so full of en- 
couragement causes much of the sadness 
expressed by some earnest laborers. 

If Jenny appears in a new hat and whis- 
pers in the class, drawing off the attention 
of others from the lesson, and Jenny and 
the hat seem to have more influence than 
the teacher and the truth can gain, it is 
natural to forget how long is the time 
in which the Lord’s plans are carried 
out, and to feel an undue sorrow over 
the apparently lost opportunity. When 
George peeps into his neighbor’s library- 
book and shows how many great mar- 
bles he has in his pocket, and keeps up 
a confusion that makes the boys next him 
give very wild answers tosimple questions, 
one can but be sorry for the time and pains 
that seem thrown away, and sorry that 
George is so inattentive, but that is no rea- 
son for a fit of depression lasting through 
the next week, or an uneasy conscience 
that torments its owner for not having suc- 
ceeded in spite of obstacles. 


It is right to be roused to devise new 
plans for holding attention and interesting 
the class, to seek earnestly to impress the 
truth on the wayward minds, but it is not 
right for one who knows he has done his 
best to be disheartened by the failure of 
one hour. It is idle to worry over God’s 
work. What seems failure to our eyes may 
include the best success in those of the All- 
seeing. One of those inattentive scholars 
may have carried away some seed of truth 
that shall spring up in after years, and 
bring forth good harvests at the last. That 
roguish boy may have been more touched 
by the patience that bore his teazing inter- 
ruptions kindly, than he would have been 
by any amount of good teaching. 





We should spare ourselves unnecessary 
suffering if we kept always in mind‘ that 
our teaching is merely carrying{out? our 
part of God’s great plan. He sees the end 
from the beginning, but it is unreasomable 
that we should expect to see, and wear out 
the energy given us to use in his work, in 
vain regrets because we cannot do it in our 
own way. It is certainly pleasanter to 
have scholars docile and attentive, but it is 
doing God’s will and our duty, if he ar- 
ranges that work for us, to try patiently to 
win a wild, or frivolous, or careless class, 
and not to be discouraged by any apparent 
failure. 

Our Master sees and directs, and the 
efforts that we call failures have their place 
in the infinite plan, no less than those 
we think successful, and may sometimes 
please him more. Let us work on joyfully, 
with good will, doing service as to the Lord 
and not unto men. 

“*Man’s weakness waiting upon God 
Its end can never miss; 


For men on earth no work can do 
More angel-like than this. 


“He always wins who sides with God; 
To him no chance is lost; 

God’s will is sweetest to him when 
It triumphsat his cost.” 


5 ~<a o- 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Two Publishers, 


{It is hardly necessary, in placing the following 
article before our readers, to say that it has not 
been in any way inspired by us; or to express the 
confidence we have that the intrinsic importance of 
the subject will lift us entirely above the suspicion 
of descending to any mere advertising expedient, 
in admitting it into our columns, ]|—ED. S. 8S. T.] 


‘* More than nine hundred volumes of the 
choicest and best Library books, all tho- 
roughly and carefully read, and none ad- 
mitted to our selection that do not come up 
to a high standard of excellence.’ Vide 
The Sunday-School Times, July 16th, 1870. 


HIS is a brief sentence, easily read, and 
its meaning plain, but does the mind 
take in at once its full significance? How 
favored are those who may avail themselves 
of this huge labor accomplished by others! 
Here is the warrant given by careful, criti- 
cal, and conscientious readers that these 
more than nine hundred productions may 
be broad-cast, without anxiety, and with 
moral certainty that they will do good. 
Probably not one of these works went from 
the author’s hand without his prayer that 
a blessing from heaven would be its com- 
panion. Who would not wish to place 
himself within the reach of this invoked 
blessing? This is not a merely money- 
making enterprise. It is an effort to do 
good, and therefore cannot be in vain. 
Think how arduousthe task—nine hundred 
volumes carefully and thoroughly read! 
We are reminded of two vast estates that 
lay in close proximity, the owners emu- 
lating each other in the industry and skill 
with which each carried out his plan. 
There ran through both estates a river, 
which in its various windings facilitated 
their endeavors. The sources of these two 
rivers were lakes, one on each estate, and 
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on those lakes were exerted the ingenuity 
and resources of the owners. One of the 
proprietors carefully mingled with the 
waters of his lake every possible beneficial 
and healing influence, taking counsel of 
the learned and benevolent, anxious that 
no noxious weed, or poisonous effect should 
result, watching that the soil should be 
irrigated for the support of life and health, 
and inviting all to avail themselves of the 
benefit of his arduous exertions. 


His neighbor also gave to all an earnest 
welcome to his fountains and streams, but 
no beneficent thought prompted his de- 
signs. He, too, had saturated the waters, 
but selecting drugs that would cause fatal 
and grievous tendencies, unnatural thirst 
and deadly stupor,—blindness, deafness, 
and hardness of heart. Flowers and music, 
rainbows and sunbeams came at his call to 


beguile those who loitered among his by-~ 


places to drink of those broad streams, but 
the deadly drugs were mingled with all! 

Such were the two publishers. 

A bad book is the most dangerous and 
dreadful of bad companions. : 

We may well greet with exulting and 
prayerful benediction the mission of nine 
hundred books sent out to do good. H.S. 





_-_____- 


THE CROSS OF IXTOLINQUE. 


BY REV. J. SPENCER KENNARD. 


BOUT two hundred years ago, there 
lived near the city of Mexico, in a Car- 
melite monastery, a monk named Salvador 
de la Cruz. His family name was Ixto- 
linque, his ancestors Mexican Indians, and 
of the line of the ancient Caciques, renown- 
ed for their barbaric grandeur. The lands 
of his father had unjustly been occupied by 
the Spanish Carmelite friars, after the con- 
quest of Mexico, for the purpose of a con- 
vent. In order to secure their possession, 
they despoiled the father of his other pro- 
perty, and succeeded in persuading the son 
to become a Carmelite, and an inmate of 
this very convent. The father, having ap- 
pealed to Spain, obtained an order for the 
restoration of the land, and the monks, in 
order to prevent its execution, commanded 
Salvador to use his influence to constrain 
his father to desist. This, with filial love, 
he firmly refused to do, and such was the 
violence of their persecutions, that his only 
refuge was to immure himself in his soli- 
tary cell. There, holding no intercourse 
with men, and amid much prayer, he spent 
twenty-two years in carving upon a cross 
of black walnut all the scenes in the Old 
and New Testaments. It is a work so cu- 
riousand exquisite in its elaboration, that it 
has acquired a wide celebrity, and is now 
in possession of one of the museums of New 
York. 

The cross and its pedestal are eighteen 
inches high, and contain five hundred 
figures in high relief, representing the most 
important events in the Bible, with in- 
scriptions above each., The difficulty and 
delicacy of carving these out of a single 
piece of walnut wood, is incalculable. Had 
it been brass or silver, it would have been 





much less. The groupings are very strik- 
ing in effect, and afford a study for hours 
without wearying. He had intended pre- 
senting it to the Spanish king, and so en- 
treating the restoration of his father’s 
estates, which, despite the mandate, were 
still held by the monks. But he died, 
after finishing the work, without accom- 
plishing his desire. 

This celebrated cross suggests an import- 
ant lesson. It is that all the events of the 
Old and New Testaments are vitally related 
to the cross of Christ. That is the central 
object of both dispensations. The history 
of the ancient Israel, not less than the his- 
tory of the Christian church, finds its in- 
terpretation and harmony only when 
grouped around the luminous and all-influ- 
ential event of the atonement. As there 
are certain positions in a great cathedral 
where you must stand in order to take in a 
complete view of its symmetry and grand 
proportions, so you must take your stand 
at the cross, and from that centre look 
down all the avenues of human history to 
see the reason of it all, and the proportions 
and harmony of the temple God is rearing 
for himself through the world’s ages. 

So if we would give a true and beautiful 
unity to all our teachings from the pulpit, 
and in the class, we must not fail to make 
clear to the mind of the learner the reljation 
of each event which the Scriptures picture, 
to the cross of Christ. Let them all, in 
natural order, be bound around the cross,— 
aye, made a part of its meaning and glory, 
as though sculptured from its very sub- 
stance. All the other interest which these 
scenes may have, is small compared with 
this. This is work, O pastor, teacher, 
which takes the patience and prayer of the 
closet, but twenty or forty years are well 
expended if we have succeeded in rearing 
in the memory of a single child across so 
divinely illustrated as that.— The Baptist 
Teacher. 


——-— < + _____ 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE PERFECT PATTERN. 


66 AMMA, just see what a mistake I 

have made!” said Alice Stokes, as 
she held upadress. ‘‘I have worked all 
the morning, that I might wear the dress 
this evening. It is too bad!’’ and the poor 
child burst into tears. 

‘‘T am sorry, Alice. How did you make 
such a mistake?’’ asked Mrs. Stokes, ten- 
derly. 

‘‘T was not sufficiently careful in the 
pattern. You know tke two were lying 
together, and I took the wrong one.’’ 

‘¢T see; but dry your eyes, child, it is 
possible that we can remedy it.”’ 

‘‘T wanted to wear it to-night, mother,”’ 
and again the tears burst forth. 

‘Provided you waste no time in weep- 
ing,’’ said the mother, ‘‘this can be done. 
I will leave my work and help you arrange 
it.” 

‘¢ And you are in such a hurry, mamma?”’ 
said Alice, as she tried to stop her tears. 

‘“You have worked steadily and [I will 
help you, so that you can wear your dress 





this evening. It is well that itis a mistake 
that can be rectified. It is possible for us 
to make a mistake that could not by any 
effort of ours be remedied.”’ 

** How do you mean, mamma?’’ 

‘‘T was thinking of Christ as our pattern. 
If we should make a mistake and follow 
another.’’ 

‘*We could not, mamma!’ exclaimed 
Alice. 

‘‘ There are two patterns as there are two 
ways. The right of choice is ours. In 
telling me of your mistake you said there 
were two patterns lying together, and you 
took the wrong one ?”’ 

‘Yes, mamma.’’ 

‘* Diligent as you were, your work was to 
no profit.. You had a wrong pattern; for- 
tunately it was but a dress, and by taking 
it out and cutting it over we can remedy 
it. It will not be thus with a life-work. If 
we follow a wrong pattern we cannot undo 
it! We cannot go over the same ground. 
Do you not see how necessary it is that we 
make sure that we have the correct pat- 
tern? Jesus Christ is the only per- 
fect pattern. He took upon himself our 
nature, that we might have an example. 
He was tried more severely than human 
nature was ever tried; hedged in with po- 
verty, tempted, scourged, and spit upon, 
still was he the perfect pattern in every 
thing showing us how we are to carry our- 
selves under adverse circumstancesof life.’’ 


‘‘Oh, mother, I never thought so much 
about Jesus asourexemplar. I hope I shall 
not makeamistake. Ishall try harder than 
ever to imitate Christ, for I now see the 
necessity of having a perfect pattern. 

B. J. 


—-_ —~> <> 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
WELCOME HOME. 


HEN one has been long. away from 
home, there is something particu- 
lasly sweet in the welcome that comes 
from warm and loving hearts. Even in- 
animate objects seem to share the general 
glow, and the household things, the clock 
in the corner, the pictures on the wall 
seem to smile down ina cheerful and happy 
way. ‘ 
How sweet will be the welcome home 
when life’s day is over. Why, home, the 
Father’s house, where so many of our loved 
and dear ones have gone, the venerable 
parents, the darling children, the brothers ~ 
and sisters, it thrills the heart to think of 
it! How sweet to think of recognition, of 
meeting again those whose memory is 
precious, who made our lives so bright. 
Let us often pause and think of heaven as 
our home. IANTHE. 


+ <2 >—_____—_——_- 


‘‘T HAVE long felt that until the fathers 
and mothers are better men and better wo- 
men, our schools can accomplish compara- 
tively little. I believe that any improve- 
ment that could be brought to bear on the 
mothers, more especially, would effect a 
greater amount of good than anything that 
has yet been done.’’—Earl of Shaftesbury, 
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Publishers’ Dotices. 





Please consult this column every week. 





Presents for the Holidays.—The season is 
near at hand when friends remember each 
other with visible tokens of regard. We sug- 
gest that as ‘“‘ well chosen books are welcome 
companions,’ no more appropriate gift could 
be found for the home circle or the Sunday- 
school, than some choice volume the contents 
of which are known to be pure, elevating and 
instructive. The readers of The Sunday- 
Sehool Times are most cordially invited to 
visit our house and examine the new books 
we have recently added to our select collection. 

Serial for the New Year.—Early in 1871, 
it is our purpose to begin the publication of a 
new Serial in these columns, from‘an able and 
well-known author. This is a feature of the 
paper which always renders it especially at- 
tractive in the home circle. In ‘ Friday 
Lowe,” “ Barbara St. John,” “* Helen Mac- 
Gregor,’’ ‘‘ Arthur Merton,’ and other inte- 
resting and instructive stories which have first 
appeared in Serial form, are lessons of the 
highest order and examples well worthy of 
imitation. As in the past, so in the future it 
shall be our aim in these Serials to publish only 
the best material; something that is thorough- 
ly imbued with gospel truth pressed home to 
the heart of the reader ina manner that will 
be attractive and lead him to a higher, holier, 
more earnest life. 

A Useful Gift.—Osborn and Coleman’s large 
and magnificent Map of Palestine would make 
an appropriate and valuable present for either 
a Sabbath-school room or Clergyman’s study. 
Many a superintendent and pastor would be 
delighted to possess it, and we suggest that it 
be used for a present during the holiday sea- 
son. Size 6 by 9 feet; price $15. 

Singing Annual.—Philip Phillips, the well- 
known author and sweet singer has prepared 
a very neat little book of words and music for 
Sabbath-schools, entitled, the “Singing An- 
nual.”’ Itcontains nothing but new and origi- 
nal hymng adapted to the different seasons, 
Price $15 per 100 copies. Sample by mail for 
19 cents. 

Five More Concert Exercises.—We have 
recently obtained five more concert exercises, 
samples of which will be sent by mail for 19 
cents. 





><> 
Efficient Superintendence, 
BY THE REV J. M. RODGERS. 

[The following paper was given by appointment 
before the late Sabbath-school Convention held in 
Belfast, Ireland, and printed in full in the report 
of the proceedings of that body.] 


Dots Ir Comes. 


FFICIENT superintendence is the super- 
intendence of the Church. Knowing 
what the Church is, and what the school is— 
recognizing the relation that exists between 
them—we can arrive at no other conclusion. 
The Church is the Saviour’s instrument for 
spreading the knowledge of his grace, and 
teaching human beings everywhere, to ‘ ob- 
serve all things whatsoever he has command- 
ed them.’’ The school is an agency of the 
Church for advancing her work in, at least, 
one direction. 
The school, therefore, is not in antagonism 
to the Church. It is not even independent of 
her. It is her agency for performing her duty 


I. WHENCE 








by the children within reach of her influence. 
Most, if not all, of the children in our Sabbath- 
schools are the Church’s children. It is her 
duty, as itis her undoubted right, to instruct 
them in the knowledge of Jesus and his will. 
They should be taught the truth of God, and 
trained for God, by her authority, and under 
her eye. 

Such superintendence alone, then, as is cal- 
culated to make the school an agency of the 
greatest possible power for Christianizing 
jy oung immortals is, in the true sense, efficient 
superintendence. From the Church alone it 
can ¢ome, and the Church is bound to supply 
it. 

: II, How Is It SEcuRED? 

The Church must act by deputy. 

Every one believes in division of labor. 
Providence has provided for it by giving a 
great variety of gifts. Organization concen- 
trates and multiplies power. It is true a cer- 
tain amount of civilization must have been 
reached before it is possible to organize. Men 
must have learned something of self-restraint 
and self-sacrifice before they can rule or be 
ruled, except by brute force. But where, if 
not in the Church of God, shall we look for 
self-restraint and self-sacrifice ? 

Suppose then that the Church—the church 
of a place, a congregation—has resolved itself 
into a Sabbath-School Society, and established, 
or resolved to establish a Sabbath-school; the 
school must be organized, managed, in a word 
superintended,—and some one must be en- 
trusted with the work. A ehoice is made. 
The man or woman best fitted for the service 
is selected for, and charged with it. Respon- 
sible to God and the Church, and clothed with 
allthe authority the Church can confer on such 
an agent, the new official has not only a per- 
sonal but also an official character. Many eyes 
are always on him, and his ‘‘ report’ is expect- 
ed with interest. The fact tells, from the first, 
on every Official act, and, ultimately, on every 
teacher and scholar. 

Sometimes, from mere carelessness, some- 
times for convenience’ sake, the method re- 
ferred to, is not pursued. Sometimes it is 
better so, perhaps. In some quarters too it 
would doubtless be opposed. The teachers 
who insist on selecting their own superinten- 
dent, and refuse to work with any other, would 
likely describe it as ‘‘unscriptural.’’ So, 
probably, would the man who starts a school 
that he may superintend it himself, or the 
minister whose weakness is ‘independ- 
ence’’ (!). It is the method, however—the only 
method as I think—which consists with our 
theory of the Church, If the theory be true— 
(and who disputes it ?)—the method must be 
the trueone. The theory leaves no room for 
the ‘*Free Lance’ in the Church of God. 
The whole must control the parts—all the 
parts. The living body must have power to 
command each member separately, or each 
member combined with all the others. Self- 
preservation is the first law of nature, andim- 
plies so much. 

In the Sabbath-school then efficient superin- 
tendence is the superintendence of the Church, 
and it is secured through the appointment by 
the Church of a proper and responsible agent, 

III, WHat Dous It IMpPiy? 

1. It implies that a Christian man isin com- 
mand. 

The Sabbath-school is not an organization 
for teaching children to read the Bible or re- 
peat the catechism. Its end has not been 
reached when vast numbers of children have 





been gathered in and civilized, made amenable 
to discipline, and able to pass a creditable ex- 
amination on Scripture history, geography, 
prophecy and doctrine. It is an agency for 
making human beings, in the highest and best 
sense, Christians. The superintendent, there- 
fore, must be himself a Christian, born of God, 
believing the promises, and guided by Chris- 
tian principles. He must understand that 
children, rich and poor, need to be converted 
—that real Christian nurture cannot bein vain 
—that the truth of God he has got to impart is 
a revelation direct from heaven, needed by 
every generation, and adapted toit, never an- 
tiquated, never outgrown, and thatthe highest 
privilege of man is to bring the little children 
to it, that their hearts may yield to the loveof 
God, that they may become like the Son of 
God. Such a man, strong in faith, and given 
to prayer, will live in the lightof God's coun- 
tenance, and be ever calm but mighty. Know- 
ing that the nations have been given to Christ 
for his inheritance, and thatall who reject Christ 
shall ** perish,’’ he is determined to work while 
it is called to-day, and to make others work. 
Superintendence from such a quarter, anima- 
ted by such a spirit, gives tone to the whole 
school. The Spirit of God pervades it. Frivo- 
lous teachers are rebuked, the lukewarm 
ashamed, by the mere deportment of their 
chief. Earnest souls gather round him and 
hold uphis hands. Even children learn that 
‘*a prophet is among them ofa truth.”’ 

A man of such a type is equal to at least one 
class of emergencies. Numbers may flock to 
him, an efficient staff may assist him, but he 
has grace to distinguish between means and 
ends. Another school may be far ahead of 
his; but rejoicing when the eause succeeds, 
he has no room for envy. He may be required 
to revive a school nearly empty and all but 
dead. Whether he fail or whether he succeed 
he never lowers the standard. It is notin his 
school that ‘little attention”’ is ‘‘ paid to cate- 
chisms and Bible lessons, nothing memorized, 
no real study, and no thorough teaching, but 
the hour filled up every Sabbath with excite- 
ments of one kind and another—a panorama 
one Sunday and a comic address the next, 
with a weekly sociable and unlimited straw- 
berries and cream, and a grand excursion 
monthly!’ Nor is the cause disgraced under 
his direction, by efforts to bridge the gulf be- 
tween the Church and the world. His name 
does not appear among ‘‘the managers of 4 
Sabbath-school festival,’? on the programme 
of which there is a “long list of dances and 
waltzes,’’* 

2. It implies that a clever man is in com- 
mand. 

Efficient superintendence is rare. The work 
is difficult. It means not alone making laws, 
but making, and administering them—not 
alone doing the duty any way, but doing every 
duty in the best way, and that, in view of 
eternity, and the eternal interests ofsouls. A 
very impressive source of difficulty is this: 
—Rules, arrangements, and courses of action 
that suit perfectly at one time, or one place, 
are at another ruinous; and often a decision 
has to be reached without time to meditate. 
Plainly, to superintend efficiently, aman must 
have a well-balanced mind. He must have 4 
good judgment, a good temper, and a quick 
understanding. He needs to be a man of 
method and tact, largely gifted with energy, 
perseverance, and love of children. And I 
suspect his position would be much more com- 


*Sunday-School Times, July 81, 1869, Nov. 138, 1869, 
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ortable, and his work much more efficiently 
discharged, were it known that, though he 
must not have aclass, he could teach a class 
very much better than any teacher in the 
school, 

But a eongregation has selected him, and 
given him the charge. He isthe fittest man 
available. It stands to reason, therefore, that 
he has read a good deal, and thought a good 
deal, about Sabbath-school work, and done 
something atit; and there is every probability, 
he has some ideas of his own in connection 
with the duties of his new office, to illustrate 
and apply. 


Be itso. Efficient superintendence is never 


‘reached, except all his ideas contemplate one 


result—the increased power of the school for 
confirming and spreading the kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In the efficient superin- 
tendent the rage for novelty, for novelty’s 
sake, must die. To dostrikingthings, because 
they arestriking, isnot worthy of him. He is 
in the service of the Holy Lambof God, mould- 
ing a whole school to him. 

In reference to mere mental gifts, there are 
two varieties of men, andaspecimen of either, 
in the superintendent's seat, kills the school. 

There is the creature that never thinks about 
anything. He has got into the harness by ac- 
cident, somehow, and, like the man in the 
child’s toy, he seems to move the crank, but 
does not—the crank moves him. Poor man! 
no matter how deep the ruts, he just flounders 
through them. He seems to have no taste or 
capacity for striking out independently. He 
appears to think that all he has to do is to be 
in the school, and pass through a certain round 
of service. Every one is allowed to act as he 
pleases. No perplexed soul consults the chief, 
no criminal fears him. 


On the other hand, there is the flighty, fan- 
ciful man, who is quite convinced that no one 
ever thought about Sabbath-schools till he be- 
gan. He is dissatisfied with all the work that 
has ever been done by them, with all the ma- 
chinery that has ever been devised for them, 
with all the plans that have ever been adopted 
in them, and with all the results that have 
ever been traced to them. Restless, excited, 
wild, he seems bent on “ making all things 
new.” No matter how well an old plan has 
worked, itis old, and that condemns it. No 
matter how well the school has been served 
by an old arrangement, it is old, and must be 
abolished. The present teachers, no matter 
how devoted, are plainly an offence tohim. It 
is quietly hinted that they are behind the age, 
that they have perhaps served their genera- 
tion, but that now they should resign or “‘ fall 
on sleep.” 

Both extremes are fatal to efficient superin- 
tendence. In the one case means are practi- 
cally overlooked. In the other, everything, 
to all intents and purposes, is overlooked but 
means and for means. To superintend effi- 
ciently, a man must realize the fact that he is 
ahead, and he must have a head. He must 
remember his office, the Church’s gift to him, 
and stir up his intellectual powers, the gift of 
God inhim, A man of piety and stupidity, or 
piety and eccentricity, may be a very good 
Christian ; but he must be avery bad superin- 
tendent. We need in the office a Christian 
man, who is also a clever man. Without the 
“gifts,” as well as the ‘graces,’ his case as a 
superintendent is despefate. So is the condi- 
tion of his school. 


3. It implies that a man, armed and with 
authority, is in command. 





As in every successful Sabbath-school laws 
are being continually made and administered, 
there is ample scope for the exercise of both 
legislative and executive functions. The su- 
perintendent, when efficient, is head in both 
departments, The power that appoints him 
gives him the authority. The parties with 
whom he works encourage him to maintain it. 
Law-abiding, he does not set the example of 
insubordination. Firm, indeedinflexible, but 
never ‘‘to a fault,’? he yvanquishes rebellion 
by preventing it. 

Schools are not in all cases thus highly 
favored, Some people want the superinten- 
dent appointed only for a year. As thereis 
no telling how far folly will go, it is probable 
such a course has been adopted somewhere, 
Searcely anything, without directly attacking 
it, could so sorely wound authority. Who 
would obey a governor who must die in a few 
weeks? What temptation is offered to sucha 
governor to never mind ‘trying’ to govern! 

Some teachers seem to think it highly meri- 
torious to give the superintendent the very 
least possible support. They “find so much 
to dislike and disapprove in his actions and 
method” that they rather encourage resistance, 
till the school gets into a state of chronic un- 
rest. They isolate themselves from the general 
body of the school and organize practically a 
little independent establishment within the 
school, a sort of ‘imperium in imperio,’”’ and 
within those sacred bounds “ the King’s writ 
does not run.’’ No superintendent could 
possibly do his duty efficiently in such cir- 
cumstances. Either the ‘‘ king’’ or his “ ene- 
mies’? must be exiled, if the rebels refuse to 
lay down their arms. 

If efficient superintendence is required, 
some superintendents are unfit for the post, 
because, though good men and clever men, 
they are constantly breaking the laws they 
make themselves. They command punctu- 
ality and they are always late; they enjoin 
quiet and they are always loud. Such a course 
brings law into contempt. In ashort time it 
is more frequently broken than kept. Au- 
thority dies. Thesuperintendent is little else 
than a ‘‘ nose of wax’’ in the hands of the more 
resolute pupils. 

Nearly akin to this, but worse, is the system 
of threats that are never executed, or that 
nevercan be. But time and taste alike forbid 
details. 

4, Itimplies that a man is in authority who 
will use methods that experience has proved 
to be everywhere and always good. 

For EXAMPLE, 


To receive and to dismiss a teacher is the 
superiritendent’s duty. If hecannot be trust- 
ed with it let him be dismissed himself. 

To maintain a teacher’s meeting steadily, 
and conductit properly, is the superintendent’s 
duty. If he cannot manage it the school must 
suffer. | 

To arrange the classes in the school, and the 
scholars in the classes, and the teachers ac- 
cording to their gifts, devolves absolutely on 
the superintendent. He must act with dis- 
crimination but firmness. 

To devote special care to the senior classes 
and their teachers is the superintendent’s in- 
terest. Such classes, wisely conducted and 
controlled, are a kind of reserve. Young 
teachers may be always found in them. 

To make the Sabbath-schoola juvenile mis- 
sionary society can be managed by the super- 
intendent, and should be. He is bound to 
supply or provide missionary intelligence, 





To avoid at once cruelty and clamor the su- 
perintendent should make a sacrifice. Let 
him open the door of the school-room and take 
his place in it a quarter of an hour before the 
time for beginning the exercises. 

To impress the minds of the scholars last- 
ingly it is best to fix one leading idea every 
Sabbath. The psalm, the prayer, and the les- 
son should all be full of it. The teacher who 
opens or closes the school (the superintendent 
should close or open with a model service) 
should be notified a week before, that, without 
waste of time, when the hour strikes he may 
proceed—and edify. 

The salvation of souls is the object of the 
school. God is in it. The superintendent 
must know that waste of the precious mo- . 
ments by self or others is sinful; 7.e., punctu- 
ality and regularity are obligatory. Wrapt 
attention is most desirable, nearly indispen- 
sable; i.e., noise is almost a profanation. Ir- 
reverence issimply blasphemy ; 7.e., all things 
should be done decently and in order. The 
superintendent, bound himself to display the 
required virtues and develope and foster them, 
is under solemn obligation to prevent in his 
school the opposite vices, and everything like- 
ly to lead to them. 

Efficientsuperintendence! It is alofty con- 
ception, and seldom realized. But it is well 
to have a high ideal, and it can be aimed at. 
A faithful man, resolute and clever, may, in 
favorable circumstances, approach it nearly. 
Itis a noble aim! Work for Jesus is always 
noble; but this is among the lambs and is 
unique, Keep to it, brothers! Itis not in vain; 
and your own Redeemer, in presence of as- 
sembled worlds, will one day say, ‘‘ Well 
done !’’ 

——wuwuwH - » oa —__ 

CHRISTIAN Union.—A friend of the M. E, 
church, West Farms, writes to the New York 
Christian Advocate: ‘‘A prayer-meeting of 
great interest was heldin the M. E. church 
on the West Farms Charge, Westchester 
county, on Thanksgiving morning. Our broth- 
ers and sisters from the Presbyterian, Baptist, 
and Reformed Dutch churches, were present 
in large numbers with their respective pastors 
—Rey. Messrs. Nixon, Lincoln and Van Slyke 
—all of whom took an active part in the exer- 
cises. The Holy Ghost graciously came up to 
the feast also in convicting and sanctifying 
power, and a most precious season of love was 
experienced. Many dear old saints, just ready 
to step into the kingdom, looked as if they 
had, indeed, been tarrying on Mount Sinai, 
so beautiful were they with the reflection of 
Jesus; while the little taste of heaven caused 
every heart to throb and thrill in blissful an- 
ticipation of the sweet ‘by and by.’ A deep 
feeling of seriousness is prevailing in the 
church, and the pastor, Rev. John Brien, is 
looking forwacd to a rich harvest of souls this 
winter as a reward for his labor.”’ 

oo <P oe 





ANSWERING TO HIs NAME.—A mong the num- 
ber brought to the hospital, says an army 
chaplain, was a young man mortally wounded 
and not able to speak. It was near midnight, 
The surgeons had been their rounds of duty, 
and for a moment all was quiet. Suddenly 
this young man, before speechless, called in a 
elear, distinct voice, ‘‘ Here!’ The surgeon 
hastened to his side and asked what he wished. 

‘“‘Nothing,” said he; “ they are calling the 
roll in heayen, and I was answering to my 
name,”’ 

He turned his head and was gone, 
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LESSON No. 52. 








(fo; Sunday, December 25, 1870.) 


SUBJECT: Christ our Life; or, True Chris- 
tianity—What it is. 


Read Sv. JOHN 6: 22-71. 
Compare JOHN 4: 10-15. 
Learn JOHN 6: 51, 53-56. 


MOTTO: “Tam the living Bread which came 
down from heaven; if any man eat of this 
Bread, he shall live forever; and the Bread 
that I will giveis my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world.” 


TO THE TEACHER. 


HIS Lesson is long and difficult, though no 
notice has been taken of many important 
points. It has been thought best to treat the main 
thought fairly, however. An outline of the argu- 
ment is suggested, which will perhaps interest the 
older and more thoughtful pupils. At all events, 
a correct apprehension of this central truth of 
Christianity will tinge every lesson of the teacher 
who properly apprehends it. 

With younger scholars, asingle point (or two) 
may be taken. 

No allusion is made in the sketch to the Lord’s 
Supper. Pupils who may be communicants, how- 
ever, will hereby better understand the Sacrament, 
in which the same subject here illustrated and ex- 


plained, is “signified and sealed.”’ 


SKETCH OF LESSON. 


What became of the 5,000 men miraculously fed? 
(Lesson 50.) Most of them who had not very far to 
go doubtless went home that night. But those from 
Capernaum stayed there all night, thinking, pro- 
bably, that as Jesus had given them supper, He 
would give them breakfast also. But they cannot 
find Him! Has He gone back? When? and how? 


Vv. 22-25.—(Lesson 51.) They will goand see— 
they find Him! What did they propose to do? 
(v. 15.) What did they want from Him? Why 
had they thus busily and hurriedly and energeti- 
cally tried to find Him? Because they were hun- 
gry! 


Vv. 26, 27.—They thought that if He were King, 
He would feed them for nothing—without work. 
They found Him in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
As usual, He preaches. All through this chapter 
He shows them their mistake. He tells them 





({*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1870, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
office of the District Court of the United States for 
the Eastern District of Penasy!vania, | 


life everlasting—to nourish the soul. 





what He came for—what true Christianity is—what 
blessings it brings—how we may obtain them, 


Is 


The first thing He does is to correct the mistake 
of seeking chiefly food for the body. (vv.26, 27.) 
He had done this before. (Matt 6:33.) But their 
eagerness for more food made it necessary to say 
itagain. All such food perishes, and the physical 
life nourished by it comes to an end at last. It is, 
therefore, not of so much importance to an immor- 
tal being. 


Lay 


Secondly, He shows that food which nourishes 
the body is only a parable of that true food which 
nourishes the soul, unto everlasting life; that this 
nourishment is worth working for, and should be 
sought with all our powers; and that ¢his nourish- 
ment He comes to give. (v. 27.) 


They understand what He means—feel that they 
need spiritual food—that they may bé happy and 
holy. They know, too, that it must come from 
God by pleasing Him, and so they ask: What shall 
we doto please Him? (vy. 29.) So always. So the 
multitude on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 37). So 
the jailor (Acts 16: 30). Answer in verse 29: Believe 
on Him! Believe on Him! 


Thus only can we please God,—thus only do any- 
thing acceptable to Him,—since this is His me- 
thod of salvation forus. To refuse it—neglect it— 
despise it—prefer some other way—is to insult 
Him, &c. 


Vv. 30, 31.—They said, &c. Their old wicked 
unbelief crops out again. They do not believe that 
He can give everlasting life. They demand a sign. 
Moses gave a sign —manna, 
from heaven. 


So give us now a sign 


When they were eating, the day before, the mi- 
racle of the loaves was sign enough; but now, 
since He will not give them breakfast, too, they 
demand more.—They will not believe that He tells 
the truth in what He says! 


Vv. $2, 33.—Jesus answers their thought about 
Moses. Moses did not give the manna; God gave 
it. Manna did not give everlasting life. They who 
ate it are dead. But God gives true Bread from 
heaven, which really nourishes to everlasting 
Life. 


V. 34.—They can understand this. They want 
everlasting Life, everlasting happiness. They ask 
Him to give them that which will thus make them 
immortal, 


ELE. 


Having led them thus far, Jesus goes further and 
says: Lam the Bread of Life, &c. 


Vv. 35-50.—I nourish the hungry and thirsty 
soul unto everlasting life. [came down from hea- 
ven just that I might give heavenly life to men. 
—Christmas day commemorates this His coming 
into human nature.—We know it. How was it? 
They did not. They thought Him Joseph’s son, 
He reiterates and explains: I am come to give 
Ido it to 
those who believe on Me—who depend upon Me— 
who trust Me to doit. They who do this shall live 
forever. I amcome in the flesh for this very pur- 
pose My flesh thus becomes the source of life to 
all in the flesh who thus believe in Me. 





Some of them seemed to have some idea of what 
He meant, and some did not; and so they strove, 
disputed, among themselves. 


EV. 


Jesus explains still further, introducing this 
most important statement with the twice repeated 
Verily, verily, &c. 


rd 
Vv. 53-66.—In this passage our Saviour teaches 
that there is Life in Him for us (compare John 4; 
14; 10; 10), and how it is to be derived from Him to 


us. 


l. Eat the flesh of the Son of Man,—the 
Bread that I will give is My flesh—hath 
eternal life—and I will raise him up at the 
last day, &c. These passages teach that the spi- 
ritual life which believers derive from Christ by 
faith, is available, because of His coming in the 
flesh, that His incarnation was essential to their 
everlasting life,—and that those to whom He com- 
municates thus of His own incarnate life, He will 
raise from the dead, (as He afterward rose Him- 
self), The fullness of the Divine Life in Him 
over-came all the temptations and trials and 
death itself to which He was exposed. (See 2d 
Peter 1: 4; Colossians 1: 19; John 1: 16; Acts 2: 
24, &c.) Just as we derive physical life issuing 
in physical death from the first Adam, by propa- 
gation,so do we derive spiritual life issuing in 
eternal blessedness from the Second Adam (Ist 
Cor. 15: 20-23; Rom. 5: 15-21), by the operation of 
the Holy Ghost (v. 63). 


2. Drink His blood, &c. It is the blood that 
maketh an atonement (Lev. 17: 11). The blood is 
the life, and the eating of it with the flesh was spe- 
cifically forbidden (Gen. 9: 4). The carefully drawn 
distinction here between eating the flesh and 
drinking the blood, seems to show that by this 
last is intended participation in the benefits of 
Christ's death. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin. Atonement is necessary that life 
may be granted eternally. They go together. The 
allusion to His death is, of course, obscure, but 
none the less obvious after the event, 


8. True Christianity, then, consists in participa- 
tion in the death and Resurrection of Christ, as 
our deliverance from the bondage of sin and death, 
and the source of a new, supernatural, divine 
principle of life, which being derived to us from 
Him, causes us tolive holily, happily, eternally. 
Thus the Christian can say, “I live; yet not I—but 
Christ liveth in me”! Christ isour Life! ‘“ When 
Christ, who is our Life, shail appear, then shall we 
also appear with Himin glory”! For He has as- 
cended up where He was before (v. 62), whence He 
will come again to receive us unto Himself, 


4. And this participation in Christ belongs only 
to those who believe on Him as such to them (v, 64, 
comp. John 1: 12). It cannot be otherwise. Be- 
lieving on Him is simply trusting Him to be ali 
this tous and in us. And no other means of sal- 
vation is possible to us as moral creatures. Hence 
alway the exhortation, ‘‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved’’! &c., &c., &c. 


V. APPLICATION. 


1, Will ye also go away? as many of His pro 
fessed disciples did as soon as they understood 
what a spiritual, mystical, supernatural thing true 
Christianity is. 


2. Or will you say, with Peter, Thou hast the 
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words (the things) of eternal life? And will you 
cleave to Him for them? 


8. Will you make the Anniversary of His com- 
ing in the flesh the day of His coming also in your 
soul ? 

Will you end the year with Him? 

Will you dwellin Him and He in you (v. 56) du- 
ring thecoming year? And during eternity? 


THE INFANT-CLASS. 


Dear children, the Lesson to-day is: “True 
Ohbristianity.”’ From what do Christians take 
their name? Yes, from Christ. It was not until 
several years after Christ died that the name was 
given to them, and it was given to them then be- 
cause they were disciples—followers—of Christ. 
Many people, now, have the name of Christians, 
who have noright toit, but it is given to distin- 
guish them from pagans. They really believe in 
the true God, and do not worship false gods; but 
alas! they care very little for Christ. What it is 
to be a true Christian, one who loves God, and fol- 
lows Christ, is what we are to talk about to-day. 


Sing: ‘**Am I a soldier of the cross, 


A follower of the Lamb?” 


Do you remember about Jesus feeding the multi- 
tude? He had compassionuponthem. And they 
still followed him, thinking that he would conti- 
nue to feed them. Would that be right? Why 
not? Yes, it would cause them to neglect their 
business, and thus make them lazy. They thought 
they could follow him from place to place, listen 
to his gracious words, witness his miracles, and 
be fed by him when they were hungry. This might 
do fora day orso. But they had no right to ne- 
glect their business, to attend upon his preaching, 
either fromcuriosity or self-gratification, and then 
expect God to supply their wants. Neither can we 
make religion an excuse for idleness or selfish ne- 
glect of our business, and expect that God will 
prosper us, Jesus knewthis, and he wished to 
turn their minds from “‘ the meat which perishbeth 
to that meat which endureth unto everlasting 
life.” God fed the children of Israel with manna, 
but it was a thing that perished; a short time be- 
fore Jesus had fed the multitude, but they were 
again hungry. It was the food which would not 
perish that he wanted them to come to him for— 
the food which was to last, not only through this 
life, but throughout the life to come; even his 
Holy Spirit! How many think only of the food 
needed for the body, and leave their poor souls to 
starve and die! 

It is those who come to Jesus for the Bread of 
Life—his Word, and the Water of Life—his Spirit, 
who are true Christians. As the body must be fed 
day by day, to keep it from starving and dying, so 
must the soul be fed day by day, or it starves and 
dies. Wecan see the food needful for our bodies, 
but we cannot see how it makes them grow; we 
Cannot see the soul’s food, but we know that our 
souls grow. We come to God day by day in prayer, 
and he sends the food—his Holy Spirit, and day by 
day our souls grow larger and stronger, and we 
become men and women in Christ! But those 
whonever pray, let their souls starve and die! 


Sing: “ Jesus paid it all.” 


Or, ** Jesus died upon the tree.”’ 
—Page 134, Bright Jewels. 


Repeat Motto—John 6: 51, (The teacher will here 
refer to the sacrificial atonement made by the 
Jews.) 


Jesus was our Lamb of sacrifice; his body was 
broken for us—for you and for me, that we might 
have the Bread of Life. His hands and feet were 
pierced upon the cross that our sins might be for- 
given; the blood flowed from his wounded side, 
that we might be washed, and made pure and fit 
for his presence forevermore. 


This is our last Sabbath. With to-day we close 
the Sabbaths of the year. Have we this year grown 
in Spirit and knowledge, as4vell as in size? Are 
we better Christians than we were a year ago? 
And if before another year comes round, the Mas- 





ter should call us, would he find our souls grown 
and ripe for heaven ? 


To you, dear fellow teachers, who have pa- 
tiently followed me through this year's course, 
a kind farewell, until we meet in that upper sanc- 
tuary, where we shall find that all the errors we 
have committed are blotted out, and this only 
remembered: “She hath done what she could.” 


PRAYER.—Blessed Jesus! crown with Thy favor 
this year’s feeble efforts. Send Thy Holy Spirit to 
feed our souls, that they may grow daily in know- 
ledge, and in love to Thee, our Saviour. Bring all 
who know Thee not, to desire this Spiritual food, 
so that all may sing of redeeming love, to Thy 
praise and glory, world without end! Amen, 


QUESTIONS FOR THE SCHOLARS. 


These questions ate the same as those in the 
‘Question Paper,” which we furnish in quantities 
for the scholars’ use. It has been thought best to 
give them here, also, as a help to teachers in their 
preparation and teaching of the Lesson. ] 


FOR YOUNGER CLASSES. 


1. What was the subject of the last Lesson? 
2. Whither was Jesus going? 
3. Whence was He coming? 
4, What had He'done on the eastern side of the 
lake? 
. Whither did the people follow Him? 
. What did they ask Him? (v. 25.) 
. How did He reprove them? (v. 26.) 
What direction did He give them? (v. 27.) 
. What question did they ask? (v. 28.) 
What was His answer? 
. Why is it the most important thing we can do 
to believe in Jesus? 
12. How did they show their unbelief? (v. 30.) 
13. How did they attempt to show that He was not 
equal to Moses? (v. 31.) 
14. How did He attempt to show them that all life 
must come from God? (vv. 32, 33.) 
15. What did they say? (v. 34.) 
16. What did He answer? (vv. 35, 40.) 
7. Why did they not believe that He had come 
down from heaven to give life unto the world? 
(v. 42.) 
18. What mistake did they thus make? 
19. How had He come down from heaven? 
20. Of whose flesh and blood had He assumed hu- 
man nature? 
. What day commemorates His human birth? 
What did the angel call the announcement of 
His birth? (Luke 2: 10.) 
. Is it well then to celebrate this event with joy 
and thanksgiving? 
What is the advantage of thus keeping in mind 
the fact that Christ was a child? , 
Do children need, equally with adults, the Life 
which He came to bestow? 
Does He give it to children as well as to adults? 
(Matt. 19: 14.) 
How may any one get this Life from Him? 
(v. 47.) 
Do you trust in Him for it? 
. Have you, then, a good reason to expect a 
merry Christmas? 
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FOR INTERMEDIATEand OLDER CLASSES, 


1. What day is this? 
2. What does it celebrate ? 
8. Is it certain that’Jesus was born on this day? 
4. What is the use of celebrating birth-days, at 
any rate? 
5. What is the use of celebrating the birth-day of 
Jesus? 
6. Where was Jesus born? 
7. Who was His mother? 
8. Who was His Father? 
9. What kind of Life was in Him? 
10. When this Life flowed into the bodies of the 
sick or dead what was the result? 
1l. What was the effect of it as communicated to 
the soul? (2d Peter 1: 4.) 
12, Why did Jesus come into the world? (John 
6: 33.) 
13. What is the motto of the Lesson? 
14. To whom does Christ communicate of the Life 
that isin Him? (John 6: 47.) 





15, How does He further explain this in verse 57? 

16. What does St, John say of this in John 1: 14, 16? 

17, What does Jesus say of those who do not par- 
take of this Lifein Him? (John 15:5, 6.) 

18. How does He express this in John 6: 53? 

19, Do you thus believe in Him? 

70. Have you this everlasting Life? 

21, What are the means of grace in the believing 

- use of which Christ communicates thus of 
Himself unto His people? 

22. Why are they called means of grace? 

23. What is the chief of them all? 

24, Is the same subject here spoken of—viz., parti- 
cipation in the Christ-Life—symbolized in 
the Lord’s Supper? 

25. Is this only symbolized, or is it also really con- 
ferred upon the worthy recipient? 

26. Does true Christianity consist essentially in 
following Jesus (Matt. 14: 38; Mark 6:52; John 
6: 26), or in the participation in His Life? 

27. What was the effect of the announcement of 
this fact upon many of His disciples? (v. 66.) 

28. You.have companied with Him now about as 
long as they did; you, too, have gradually 
been taught what true Christianity is; wii. 
YE ALSO GO AWAY? 

_>—-—___- 





For The Sunday-School Time. 
Your Manner with the Children, 
Be Courteous. 


O treat a child as if you knew he was bad 

and hard to manage is a pretty sure way 

to make himso. Treat him asif you ex- 

pected good behavior from him. Be cour- 

teous to him. Show the greatest love and 

consideration for him in your whole treat- 
ment of him. 

Never laugh at the crudeness and strange- 
ness of any idea which he may express. 
Children are very sensitive. And when 
the child has done the best he can, and 
opened his thoughts to you, make the most 
of everything he says. If it is incorrect, 
gently lead him to the right idea; but on 
no account ridicule him, or allow the other 
pupils to doit. If you do, there is great 
danger -that that child’s mind will ever 
after be a closed book to you. He will be 
afraid to tell you his thoughts. 

I have ever found children very ready to 
be influenced by the Golden Rule. And 
they are very quick to see, also, what the 
Golden Rule requires of them towards each 
other. And they will love and respect you 
a great deal more for showing a kind and 
courteous spirit toward them, and urging 
them toshowit toward each other. I donot 
suppose they would know what the word 
‘‘eourteous’”? means, in many cases, but 
they would feel its meaning in your man- 
ner, even though they might not be able to 
put it into words. 

Theair and manner you show in the class 
will be reflected back by your pupils—I 
mean, as a general thing. If you would 
have them courteous and well behaved, be 
very strict with yourself in treating them 
courteously. By so doing, you cultivate 
their self-respect. Perhaps some of them 
never get a courteous word from their pa- 
rents. Perhaps threats and harshness are 
their daily experience. To such scholars 
the Sabbath-school, witha gentle and cour- 
teous teacher, becomes a very oasis of de- 
light. Be courteous, and with almost no 
exceptions your pupils will be courteous to 
you. EFFNER BOND. 
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WE shall give next week, in the usual 
column, the first Lesson of the new course 
for 1871, to be taught on the first Sunday 
of January. 

i eo 

WE have received $2.10 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, from the Bishop Bowman Bible-class, 
in the Church of the Redemption, Philadel- 
phia; also $2.10 from two friends in Canada 
East; also, $5 from E. L., $5 from 8. ©. L., 
and $5 from M. J. L., of Upper Darby, Pa. 
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Scholars’ Use of the Lesson List for 1871. 





A Suggestion. 


FEW weeks ago we published our 

List of Lessons for 1871, laying out 
the course of study we hope to pursue with 
an increasingly large number of schools 
next year. 

We have had the List printed in leaflet 
form, with some features added, which 
make it serve a double purpose of a List of 
Lessons and a substitute for the Scholars’ 
Question Paper. We believe that it is the 
fullest and completest List of the many 
that have been prepared for the various 
series of Lessons undertaken by the teach- 
ers’ periodicals of the country. It covers 
both sides of an octavo leaf, contains the 
number of the Lesson, date of teaching it, 
the topic, printed in bold type, and under- 
neath in smaller type, the ‘‘ golden text”’ 
of each Lesson, printed in full, beside the 
harmony references to the text of the differ- 
ent Evangelists who record the subject of 
the Lesson. 

Of course every teacher and officer of 
the school should be furnished with the 
List. But we suggest that every scho- 
lar, also, be provided with one or two 
copies, for permanent use throughout 
the year. The teacher should urge upon 
his class,—and urge until he secures the 
point,—the necessity of committing to 
memory the golden text, and of reading 
over carefully, two or three times, all the 
passages bearing on the Lesson, that are 
indicated on the List. We are persuaded 
that such a use of our List, faithfully se- 
cured, will give greater interest to the Les- 
son, stimulate the scholar to greater in- 
quiry, and more truly serve the end of 
getting him to study and prepare his Les- 
son at home, than the most deftly prepared 
questions, or question papers, that can be 
put in his hands. 

It is an admitted fact in the philosophy 
of teaching, that that plan which educes 
even one question from the scholar, born 
of an interest in the subject, is better than 
ten questions put into his mouth by another, 
the answer to which he is expected to give, 
whether he has a special interest in it or 
not. Itis just here that the practical trou- 
ble has ever arisen with the best system of 





question books that has ever been devised. 
The questions that a scholar himself can 
be led to ask, growing out of the general 
knowledge he has gained by a reading and 
study of the Lesson, will do more towards 
drawing out both scholar and teacher in 
the class exercise, and accomplish more to- 
ward the true aim of instruction than can 
be gained by any less natural process. 

We suggest therefore the general circula- 
tion of our List in each school using our 
Lessons during 1871, and the careful preser- 
vation of it in the Bible, or pocket memo- 


randum book, by all the teachers and scho-: 


lars.. The List can be furnished in large or 
smalLquantities at a very,small cost. Our 
publisher will send samples by mail, free, 
on receipt of stamp for return postage. 


+ oe 
School, or Not a School? 


HIS is areal, practical question, not a 

thesis to waste words upon; and most 
of the differences among Sunday-school 
men, as to the modes of conducting the in- 
stitution, will be found to resolve them- 
selves into this,—is the institution in good 
earnest a school, or is it a religious meet- 
ing? Is its main, direct business to teach, 
or is it to do something else? 

Those who fear to admit that it is really a 
school, and to accept in good faith the con- 
sequences of the admission, seem to be un- 
der the mistake of supposing that to make 
it a school is to secularize it. Such a con- 
sequence, however, is by no means neces- 
sary, and is as much deprecated by one 
party as by the other. If the school were 
employed as an agency for teaching arith- 
metic, grammar, geography, and other 
branches of that sort, to children who 
could not attend school during the other 
days of the week, the fear would be well 
grounded. But no such plan or purpose is 
contemplated: We wish, indeed, to make 
the institution a school, but we would 
limit its teachings as strictly as we would 
those of the pulpit. The object of the in- 
stitution should be to teach, but to teach 
religious truth, and that only. 


We do not mistake religious knowledge 
for religion. A man may know well the 
contents of the Bible. His theology may 
be sound and Scriptural, and yet he may 
beabad man. The essence of religion is 
in the heart, not in the head, and the evi- 
dence of it is to be sought in the life, not 
in his opinions or his intellectual beliefs. 
All this we hold as firmly as any one. Yet 
religion, experimental, heart religion, is 
not a mere blind impulse. It is something 
intelligent and reasonable. In order to a 
true fear and love of God, we must know 
him, and the clearer and more thorough 
our knowledge of him, the less likely is 





our devotion to become superstitious or 
fanatical. A sober, careful and systematic 
study of the Scriptures certainly tends to 
produce a sound and healthy religious 
feeling. On the other hand, any religious 
feeling which is not based on sound, reli- 
gious knowledge, is apt to be evanescent. 
That kind of sturdy Christianity which is 
able to withstand temptation, which is not 
led away by every popular delusion, but is 
steadfast and staunch in every emergency, 
is one that has been fed and nurtured on 
truth and doctrine. There are ordinarily 
no congregations so vigorous and robust in 
their religious life, and so abundant in the 
worke of charity and. benevolence, as those 
that are well imbued with Christian doc- 
trine. 

How is knowledge of Christian doctrine 
to be obtained? The pulpit undoubtedly is 
ourmain sourceofreligiousknowledge. But 
the preacher has other duties besides that 
of a religious teacher. The preacher who 
should be teacher only, giving the people 
instructive lectures instead of stirring ser- 
mons, would soon find himself lecturing to 
empty benches. The people who should 
have no religious knowledge but that 
which came from the Sunday sermon, 
would be lamentably deficient in Bible 
doctrine. Knowledge, worthy of the name, 
requires systematic study, and systematic 
study is seldom given except where there 
are regular lessons and recitations. Indi- 
viduals with exceptional tastes and habits 
may learn without this. But taking a com- 
munity as a whole, no branch of know- 
ledge, secular or otherwise, will be gene- 
rally cultivated, so that the mass of the 
people become proficient in it, unless there 
is among them aschool, and that branch 
is made a part of the school exercises. If 
a people are to be good, sound Bible scho- 
lars, they must have a school for Bible 
study, and this is precisely the office of the 
Sunday-school. Its first and main func- 
tion is to teach. In other words, it is a 
school, not a prayer-meeting. 

The teaching of religious knowledge does 
indeed differ in one most important parti- 
cular from the teaching of many other 
The knowledge that 
day and night are caused by the revolution 
of the earth and not by that of the sun, or 
that the three internal angles of a triangle 
are equal to two right angles, is pleasant 
and interesting, but it involves no imme- 
diate duty. Not so with religious truth. 
The doctrines of salvation involve duties 
that require the instant obedience of every 
human being, on the peril of the sou! it- 


kinds of knowledge. 
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self. Such doctrines cannot be taught, 
therefore, with the indifferent composure 
with which we teach the principles of 
science or the rules of grammar. The reli- 
gious teacher must feel that the knowledge 
which he gives is not in itself an end, but 
only a means to something infinitely 
higher, and that his work comes short of 
its fulfillment unless he applies the truths 
taught to the heart and conscience, 

While the teaching of religious truth is 
thus practical, while its object is to bring 
the scholars to the saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, and to build them up in faith 
and holiness, it is none the less teaching, 
and its methods must be essentially the 
same as those pursued in other kinds of 
teaching. There must be lesson and study, 
question and answer, explanation and 
illustration on the one side, committing to 
memory and reciting on the other. The 
contents of the Bible should be mastered 
by all those methods of study which are 
applied for the mastery of any other text- 
book, only with an eagerness intensified 
by the momentous character of the issues 
involved. 

—_—_—_—_7 @ oe 
For The Sunday-Schoo!l Times, 
Teachers’ Meetings. 
WHO SHALL CONDUCT THEM? 
BY REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


EACHERS’ meetings are the heart of 
theSunday-school. But who shall con- 
duct them? Undoubtedly the pastor of 
the church. In no other way can he so 
well discharge his duties towards the chil- 
dren of the church. Heis the pastor of the 
children as well as of the adult member- 
ship; the Sunday-school, leaving out the 
purely mission school, being merely the 
church appearing under a different form 
from the worship service of the adults, and 
not something separate from or in addition 
to the church. When the pastor takes 
charge of the church, he takes charge also 
of the Sunday-school, and in no way can 
he so well meet his relations to the lambs 
of the flock as by training a body of teach- 
ers or under-shepherds. No doubt it is his 
duty to preach to the children, but by edu- 
cating a body of teachers he multiplies 
himself and comes in closer contact with 
the mind and heart of this large and inte- 
resting portion of the church and commu- 
nity. The pastor, then, by virtue of his 
office, as well as by virtue of superior quali- 
fications, ought to educate the teachers, or 
if his time is fully occupied with other 
duties, he ought to designate some one to 
conduct the teachers’ meeting. Next to 
the pastor, the superintendent of the school 
would be the proper person to attend to 
this important business. % 
No pastor ought to rest content without 
a teachers’ meeting in connection with the 
Sabbath-school.. If you have none, talk 





about the matter, pray over it, get this one 
interested, and then another; appoint the 
meeting upon some unoccupied evening of 
the week ; if there is no comfortable room 
connected with the chureh building in 
which to hold it, meet in your own study 
or in private houses, and very soon the 
teachers will regard it as so pleasant and 
profitable a meeting that they cannot possi- 
bly get along without it, Above all things 
else, have a teachers’ meeting. You may 
as well attempt to run a church withouta 
prayer-meeting, as to run a Sunday-school 
without the weekly teachers’ meeting. 
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For The Sunday-School] Times, 
Keep Steady. 

A Word for the Over-Worked Ones. 


i i it needs perseverance and enthusiasm 
for any work, these qualities are cer- 
tainly needed in the Sunday-school work. 
We use the word work advisedly. All who 
are engaged in the Sunday-school, are by 
no means workers. There are numbers, 
who in fair weather, and when it is conve- 
nient for them to do so, can enter a Bible 
class, or hear scholars recite, without any 
great degree of either of the above mention- 
ed qualities. Such Sunday-school mem- 
bership costs little, and avails about as much 
as it costs. 

There are a few in every school, however, 
whom others depend upon, and anchor by, 
and to whom these qualities are indispen- 
sable. There are some of whom a great deal 
is always expected, and to whom little 
sympathy is awarded. A _ difficulty in 
management or finances arises. ‘‘Oh, 8, 
or B, will attend to it,’’ say those who have 
much greater ability perhaps; ‘‘ they al- 
ways attend to these things. We will keep 
quiet till it all blows over!’ If they do 
not say so, in as many words, that is the 
language of their action and of their secret 
thought. Certain measures too are criti- 
cised. 

‘‘T should think S, or B, would remedy 
the evil. Itis very palpable. A little effort 
would soon work quite a reform.”’ 


‘‘Suppose you make that effort?’ sug- 
gests Mr. Matter-of-Fact. 

‘“‘T? Oh, no! They have the manage- 
ment. I wouldn’t interfere for the world; 
and besides, I really haven’t the time for 
such matters.”’ 

And the very fact of your not having the 
time, dear reformatory friend, is the precise 
reason why §, or B, do have the manage- 
ment. They: act according to the best of 
their ability and within such limits of time 
as they can give, simply because no one of 
more ability will act. There are bright 
times, now and then, it is true, when from 
one reason or another general interest is 
felt and burdens for the time are shared, 
but there are other times that are very dis- 
piriting indeed, aud the few are left to 
work on alone. You and I, reader, know 
that this is the case in every village, in 
every society, in every church and Sunday- 
school. 

Those whose hearts are really in the 
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matter, look aghast as the ranks thin out, 
and work on, waiting for recruits that do 
not come; but they do not stop effort 
while they wait. Time passes. Regrets 
and criticisms, or indifference alone, are 
awarded by the majority. 

‘‘It is a pity that the society or the 
school is losing both interest and numbers 
so rapidly,’’ says a well wisher. 

‘It is a pity. Will you not come and 
help us??? 

‘*T do talk about it, but there are so few 
that attend there hardly seems to be any- 
thing formetodo. M would go with me 
but there is so little to interest one I fear 
attendance would be secured for only a few 
times. I am sorry that everything is at 
such a low ebb with us.”’ 

Now, if each individual entertaining 
such sentiments should resolve and actu- 
ally make the same degree of effort that the 
‘few’? do who have not deserted, would 
not matters soon brighten visibly in the 
church, in the prayer-meeting, in the Sun- 
day-school? 

But they do not, they will not. 


It is very weak, however, for those who 
do stand by the colors in discouraging 
times, to feel personally hurt, or to utter 
words of reproach or complaint. A migh- 
tier spirit than yours, oh, worker, is need- 
ed to rouse and energize! Stand in your 
place while a place remains to stand in. 
Work as well as you can, and never feel 
that you are intruding the Lord’s work 
upon people that willnot help. It is his, 
and you have your commission. Be patient. 
Keep steady. 


—_—_ oO i oO 
For The Sunday-Schooi Times, 
Sunday-School Amusements, 


iy is a nice question to determine just how 
far it is safe to go with Sunday-school 
amusements, not on theSabbath, but during 
the week, and in connection with the 
school. ; 

Exhibitions and entertainments given by 
some schools are positively ixjurious, and 
can only result in training scholars for the 
stage, or at least to a taste for it. 

There are ways, however, of amusing» 
scholars that are entirely innocent. Let 
me give you a leaf from our experience, 
and if we have gone too far we would be 
glad to know it. 


Starting with the idea that children 
need and should have amusement, we in- 
vited them to our Sunday-school room on 
a week-day evening. Our seats were re- 
moved, and a nice parlor was formed. 
We hired a piano for the occasion. The 
time came and our room was filled with 
children and their parents. We sang a 
good deal and amused ourselves with such 
simple plays as are usually pleasing to 
children, and all went home delighted with 
the evening’s entertainment. Our pastor 
and his wife and a number of our elders 
were there, all cf whom were as well pleased 
as were the young people. 

A few weeks later we had a ‘‘musical — 
reception.”’ This was a very successful — 
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affair. Musical friends volunteered their 
services. Ladies and gentlemen sang solos 
and duets. We had solos, duets and trios 
on the piano, violin and violincello—the 
children of course doing their part of the 
singing. 

We were together two hours, and all left 
feeling that the time had been well and 
profitably spent. 

Why may notall our city schools do like- 
wise, or better? 

Ought not the church show to the world 
that her children, and in fact all her mem- 
bers, can find amusement without seeking 
for it on forbidden and dangerous ground? 

A SUPERINTENDENT. 


oO oO 
Correspondence of The Sunday-School Times. 
Central Pennsylvania. 


LINTON county is nobly coming up to 
“the help of the Lord” in behalf of the 
Sunday-school work. On Thursday and Friday 
of last week, the beautiful and spacious audi- 
ence room of our new Court House, in Lock Ha- 
ven, was filled to its utmost capacity by eager 
attendants upon our County Sunday-School 
Convention. Many went away, unable to find 
seats or even standing room. Christian peo- 
ple here were never more happily surprised 
than at this unexpected manifestation of inte- 
rest ina gathering of Christians for a purely 
religious purpose. You ask, Who were there 
to draw such a crowded assembly? What 
great speaker from New York, or Philadel- 
phia, or Chicago? Not one of the great lights 
from these great centres. We simply em- 
ployed our own, if you please, ‘lesser lights.’’ 
I write to tell you what was done by them. 

First.— What was done by the ministers ? 

All our city pastors, and some from the 
eountry were present and took active part in 
the proceedings of the Convention. They told 
us how better to study and teach the Scrip- 
tures—how more appropriately to do the de- 
votional services in Sunday-school, and how 
more successfully to lead our scholars to the 
Saviour. 

Second.— What was done by the superinten- 
dents ? 

They asked not a few questions as to the 
management of a Sunday-school and its best 
requisites. Among other conclusions arrived 
at were these—That while we now have more 
books than ever that are suitable for Sunday- 
school use, one-half of the books that are pub- 
lished at the present time ought never to be 
put into the hands of our children, 

Third.—W hat was done by the teachers and 
scholars? 

They also were there, whole schools and 
children by the hundred. They recited some 
very interesting Scripture concert lessons, in- 
terspersed with sweet singing of hymns in 
English and German. These exercises formed 
one delightful and really successful feature of 
the Convention. 

Fourth.—_What was done by the County 
Sunday-school Missionary ? , 

He reported a complete summary of statistics 
ofall the Sunday-schools in Clinton county, and 
exhibited a map showing the number and loca- 
tion of these schools, The figures presented 
evince a commendable degree of progress in 
the work, and the fact that many hundreds in 
the county were yet to be brought under reli- 
gious instruction in.the Sabbath-school. 

Fifth.—What was done by the delegates? 


this must suffice for the present. 





They formed a County Sabbath-School As- 
sociation, adopted a constitution, elected its 
officers, and laid out the work to be done. 

Some cheering results of this Convention, 
already manifest, might be mentioned, but 
So much 
done, much more, with the blessing of God, 
may be expected to follow. 

Most cordially yours, 
R. CRITTENDEN, 
Missionary Am. S. 8. Union. 
Lock Haven, Pa.. Dec. 5, 1870. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
THE MARYLAND AND DISTRICT- OF COLUMBIA 


Sunday-School Convention, 


HE eighth annual Convention of the Ma- 
ryland and District of Columbia Sunday- 
School Association began its sessions in the 
First Baptist church, Baltimore, on the after- 
noon of Tuesday, December 6th. 
The body was called to order by the Rev. A. 
M. Gilbert, of the Disciples’ church, President 
of the last Convention. 


Welcome. 


The address of welcome was given by the Rev. J. 
M. W. Williams, pastor of the church in which the 
Convention was sitting. He bid the delegates a 
warm welcome in the name of Christ and of the 
children, expressing his gratitude that a more 
worthy estimate was had in these days of the 
value of child-training, and a more thorough un- 
derstanding of the Word of God was seen to be 
essential to such training. The children are the 
best material to work upon, and the Bible the best 
tool to work with, when the salvation of the soul 
is the end to be accomplished. You cannot over- 
estimate, said he, the moral dignity of the Sunday- 
school enterpriseand the value of a Sunday-school 
teacherin the Church of Jesus Christ. Some mi- 
nisters are sensitive ofthe ministry. The speaker 
is both ministerand superintendent, Some minis- 
ters are sensitive,and you must not place anything 
beside them, The speaker would notdo anything 
to underrate the ministry of God, and asked, 
“What is preaching?” Is it nothing but a dis- 
course delivered ina something calleda pulpit, in 
a house known as achurch, and to a congregation 
sent to hear it? After the Pentecost the Disciples 
had a grand time in Jerusalem, while at the same 
time the outside worid was lying in darkness rela- 
tive toa knowledge of Christ. God sent Paul 
among the people, and he preached to them on the 
roadside, and preached what he knew about Jesus, 
and what Jesus had done for the salvation of sin- 
ners. That is what the speaker understood as con- 
stituting preaching, and wished that many of the 
ministers of the present day would preach to the 
same purpose. Bvery faithful Sunday-school 
teacher is preaching that kind of gospel,’and the 
world will be redeemed by it. His work fis the 
same as that of the church, to draw souls to Christ 
and to train them up for Christ, for usefulness here 
and glory hereafter. From secular schools the 
pupils graduate; in the Sunday-school the educa- 
tion of the scholar is never completed, he never 
graduates. Extending the heartiest kind of wel- 
come to the Convention, and hoping that it would 
prove a great blessing, the speaker closed. 


After items of miscellaneous business, the 
afternoon session was adjourned. 


SECOND SESSION. 


An immense congregation had gathered for 
the evening session, 


What Shall We Do With Them? 


The Rev. C. M. Sims, pastor of the Madison 
Avenue Methodist Episcopal church, was the 
first speaker. He was glad that the signs of 
the times were pointing towards the children, 
and to the question, what shall we do with 
them and for them? how shall we train them 





for Christ? Never was a deeper interest felt 
in children’s conversion and culture in the 
Christian life than now. Howshall we do our 
duty by the child? 

There is the reading. The books put into 
the children’s hands should be a carefully 
guarded matter. These books should be at- 
tractive. But they should do more than 
amuse, They should instruct and impress in 
the things of religion, and should tend to ex- 
cite a reverence and love for God and for his 
service. The main point of the speaker’s ad- 
dress, however, was that in which he dwelt 
with eloquence and power upon the facts of 
childhood conversions. He earnestly affirmed 
the truth that has been too long practically 
denied, that very little children could, as such, 
become the subjects of saving grace, and pa- 
rents and pastors and teachers of the young 
should recognize and act upon the truth. The 
duties of the teacher, the eagerness of the 
children to learn, the fullness of a child’s faith, 
the lessonsto be taught, the attractions of the 
Sunday-school room, and other practical points 
were earnestly considered, making the ad- 
dress, though long, of absorbing interest and 
of very suggestive value to all present. 


Child Christians. 


The Rev. L. W. Bacon, of the First Presby- 
terian church, continued the subject mainly 
considered by Mr. Sims. He still further im- 
pressed the necessity of a greater faith in the 
church on the subject of children’s conversions. 
He recited instances in confirmation of his 
subject, showing that ehildren at the tender 
age of four years, even, had been brought to 
Jesus and truly converted. His remarks were 
received with evident impression, and the 
audience retired feeling that they had been 
feasted on good things. 


THIRD SESSION. 


On Wednesday morning at 9 o’clock, the 
third session began, the Rey. Mr. Gilbert in 
the chair. After the devotional exercises, the 
nominating committee presented the following 
named officers who were unanimously elected: 


List of Officers. 

Presideni—A. Fuller Crane, Baltimore city. 

Vice Presidenis—R, D. Woodward, Anne Arundel 
county; R. K. Buell, Carroll county; Dr. J. Hall, 
Calvert county ;S. W. Travers, Dorchester county; 
kK. K. Hinkle, Frederick county; B. F. Kendall, 
Hagerstown ; S. D. Piper, Sharpsburg; Gen. G. W. 
Bullock, Washington, D.C.; David A. Burr, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; George S. Grape, John C. Rodgers, 
G.S. Griffith and Wm. J. Hiss, Baltimore city. 

Permanent Secretary—Wm. Dugdale. 

Assistant Secretaries—Dr. W. H. Ross, B. E, Childs 
and W.S. Herbert. 

Treasurer—Wm., Miller. 

State Ageni—Rev. Griffith Owen. 

Railroad Secretary—John T, Owen. 


Business Committee. 


The following Committee on Business was 
appointed by the Chair: Rev. A. M. Gilbert, 
chairman; Wm, J. Hiss, G. 8S. Griffith, J. ©. 
Bridges, Wm. Miller, W. H. Horner, Wm. 
Dugdale, J. M. Drill, D. A. Burr. 


Report of the State Agent. 


The State Agent, Rev. Griffith Owen, sub- 
mitted his report for the year as follows: 

The Sunday-school work throughout the 
State of Maryland this year has made gradual 
and healthful progress. There were not 80 
many schools organized as last year. The 
total number reported so far is 63, comprising 
630 teachersand 4,410children. Ofthese 16 are 
colored schools. This does not include the 
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children introduced by Mr. Baker (agent 
of the Maryland Bible Society,) into the 
various schools of the city, excepting the mis- 
sion schools he organized. This will increase 
the number of scholars over 1,000. Our Mis- 
sionaries labored during the year in the 
Southern counties on the Eastern and Wes- 
tern Shores. They found that section of 
the State comparatively well supplied with 
schools, such as they were, and accordingly 
directed their attention to elevate the standard 
in those already in operation. They made 
arrangements for holding Conventions in six 
of the Southern counties, which imparted new 
life and energy to the cause in that part of the 
State. 

There have been large accessions to our 
various churches from the different Sunday- 
schools during the year. The teachers appear 
to be more interested in their work, and to 
feel more intense anxiety to lead the children 
to Christ. 


Report of the Business Committee. 


The Chairman of the Business Committee 
submitted a report announcing the various 
items to be discussed by the Convention, and 
announcing the hours for meeting and ad- 
journment. 

Reports 


From Superintendents and Teachers. 


The next business in order was hearing re- 
ports from superintendents and teachers, The 
reports were verbal ones, and each person 
submitting a report was granted five minutes’ 
time to make his statement. 

The following superintendents and teachers 
made reports: Mr. Delano, of Washington, 
D. C.; Francis Bates, Georgetown; Dr. W. 
H. Ross, New York Avenue Sunday-school, 
Washington, D. C.; G. W. Morling, Sunday- 
school teacher at the House of Refuge; A. 
Fuller Crane, of the Seventh Baptist Sunday- 
school; Mr. Dickens, of the William Street 
Sunday-school; Mr. Edwards, Ellicott City 
Mission school ; Mr. McCormick, Cecil county ; 
Mr. Bond, Baltimore county; Rev. Eschbach, 
of the Reformed Ghurch, Calvert street; F. T. 
Hopwood, Market Street Mission school 
Frederick Md.; M, Passaval, Frederick, Md.; 
Mr. Cushing, Chestertown; Mr. Maxwell, of 
the M. E. church, South. 

These remarks occupied upwards of an hour, 
after which the Convention adjourned with 
singing and prayer. 

(To be concluded.) 


—> <P> > 


Sunday-School Antelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
Dart of the wide field.| 

Declinature.—We are extremely sorry to 
have to announce that the Rev. George A. Peltz, 
President of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath- 
School Association, and editor of The Baptist 
Teacher, has declined the appointment as State 
Sunday-School Secretary. Much was expect- 
ed from the vigor, energy and earnestness 
With which the work would certainly have 
been prosecuted in his hands. Itisa sore dis- 
appointment to the sanguine friends of the 
cause in the State. 











The Philadelphia Institute.—The Decem- 
ber meeting will bo of unusua' interest. Fhe 
Rey. Edward Eggleston, D. D., of the New 
York Independent, will be the speaker. His 
Subject, ‘Some Steps Forward,” will without 





doubt be well handled. No Sunday-school 
teacher of the city can well afford to miss 
this oppertunity of hearing one of the leading 
Sunday-school minds of the country. The 
Institute will assemble in the Penn Square 
Presbyterian church, Broad street, (Rev. H. C. 
McCook’s.) The third Monday evening of the 
month, December 19th, is the date. Half past 
seven o’clock the hour. Come. 





Enlargement and Accession.—The Bap- 
list Teacher, the live Sunday-school organ of 
the Baptist church, enlarges to a twelve page 
monthly, and adds E. D. Jones, A. M., of St. 
Louis, as associate editor, with the beginning 
ofthe new year. 

Old Pine Street Sabbath-School, Phila- 
delphia.—This old Sunday-school Jandmark 
in our city celebrated its anniversary on Sun- 
day afternoon, December 11. As always, the 
occasion was full of delightful interest. The 
speakers and participants are always among 
the best to be had, and this year included 
Drs. Humphrey, Reed, Rev. Mr. Withrow, 
and the pastor, Dr. Allen. The exercises, 
concert and musical, by the school, were 
well renuered, interesting and very im- 
pressive. The ‘“ Brainerd Memorial School,’ 
Dr. George W. Bailey, superintendent, was 
present, and added its share to the general 
interest. The report of the general super- 
intendent, Dr. E. R. Hutchins, was a docu- 
ment worth noting. We shall give its points 
next week. This school is one of the best 
in Philadelphia. Its pastor and superinten- 
dent and band of teachers love their work 
and engage with hearty enthusiasm in it, 





Germantown, Philadelphia.—The Decem- 
ber meeting of the Germantown Sunday- 
School Union was held in the Rey. Dr. Al- 
bert’s church, Trinity Lutheran. President 
Adamson was in the chair. The Rey. A. H. 
Lung of the First Baptist church, made the 
leading address on ‘‘Temperance Teaching 
in the Sunday-school,’”’ which was discussed 
by several present. The Union flourishes. 
The interest seems to be on the increase. 





Philadelphia.—The fifth anniversary of the 
Boardman Chapel Sunday-School, (Baptist), 
was celebrated two Sundays since. The Rev. 
Dr. Boardman just returned from Europe, the 
pastor, Rev. P. L. Jones, the Rev. George A. 
Peltz and others made the addresses, S. T. 
Hansell is superintendent. Theschool num- 
bers 275 teachers and scholars. 





Obituary.— William M. Heyl, a well-known 
Sunday-school worker in Philadelphia, died 
very suddenly on Thanksgiving Day. For 
many years Mr. Heyl was superintendent of 
St. John’s Lutheran Sunday-school, and an 
active, efficient member of several advisory 
and executive committees of his church. His 
death isa loss to the cause in the city. 





Stanley, N. J.—‘‘Stanley Hall,’’ a build- 
ing erected by the Christian enterprise and 
generosity of George Shepard Page, and the 
firm, Messrs. Page, Kidder and Fletcher, of 
which he is a member, was dedicated to Sun- 
day-school and Christian uses, on the last 
evening of November. Stanley is a manufac- 
turing village near Chatham in Morris county, 
and the proprietors of the mills undertook the 
work which has now grown to such encoura- 
ging proportions, in the religious and moral 





interests of the community and neighborhood. 
The dedication services were exceedingly in- 
teresting, consisting of addresses, exercises 
by the children, etc. A day and night school, 
library, lectures, singing-school, preaching, 
etc., are among the agencies employed in this 
work. lthas all grown up since 1867, when 
Mr. Page organized a Sunday-school of eleven 
scholars in a grove of trees standing on his 
property. The hall, ground and furnishing cost 
a total of $10,200. . 

Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home, Gettysburg, 
Pa.—This institution which has been largely 
supported by the contributions of Sunday- 
schools throughout the Union, and which re- 
ceives soldiers’ orphans nominated by con- 
tributing schools, has issued an appeal signed 
by such men as Bishop Simpson, General 
Meade, George H. Stuart, etc., for a replenish- 
ment of its nearly exhausted treasury, The in- 
stitution is well worthy the consideration of the 
charitable. Its incorporated title is ‘The Na- 
tional Homestead for the Orphans of Soldiers 
of the United States,” and orphans from six- 
teen States are now enjoying its shelter and 
benefits. J. Francis Bourns, M. D., is General 
Secretary, at 330 Walnut street, Philadelphia. 





Newark, N. J.—The new building for the 
Methodist Sunday-school of East Newark was 
dedicated on Sunday, Deeember 4th. 





Brooklyn.—Classon Avenue Presbyterian 
Sabbath-school has just held its third anniver- 
sary. It has had a very prosperous life and 
numbers over 500 scholars. The Rev. Dr. 
Duryea is pastor, Mr. Hill superintendent. 
Addresses were made by Dr. Duryea and by 
Ralph Wells. The school sustains a mission 
on Atlantic avenue. 





Western Pennsylvania.—The Methodists 
in Western Pennsylvania have been holding 
several Sunday-school Institutes of more or 
less interest and profit. Another for the Rock- 
well circuit is to be held January 20, 1871. 





Maine.—Just out of Portland a little Welsh 
community have established a church where 
regular worship is maintained, and a Sabbath- 
school of 100 scholars has been gathered. 





Missouri.—The Executive Committee of the 
Baptist State Sunday-School Convention, have 
been holding several Teachers’ Institutes, in 
the loealities of Macon city, Springfield, Rolla 
and Kansas City. An important district Con- - 
vention will be held for North Central Mis- 
souri on the 30th of December, at the Pleasant 
Hill Baptist church in Putnam county. S. W. 
Marston, General Agent for the State in Sun- 
day-school matters, is almost ubiquitous in his 
attendance upon these conventions, and is do- 
ing a good work. 





The Missouri State Institute.—The Me- 
thodist State Sunday-School Institute, held at 
St. Louis, November 15th, was a success. It 
was in session three days. Rev. J. H. Vin- 
cent, of New York, conducted it. The audi- 
ences were worthy of the occasion and the 
cause. Many of the prominent workers in the 
State and city, not only Methodists, but of 
other churches, participated in the interesting 
and practical discussions. Among the resolu- 
tions passed were the following: 


Resolved, 1. That we do not approve of the orga- 
ization of undenominational Sunday-schools, 








‘ 


812 


= 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








and that we should seek to organize and maintain 
schools in disciplinary connection with our own 
church, 

2, That while a pastor should not ordinarily act 
as superintendent of the school, he should be regu- 
larly connected with the school, and exercise 
therein his pastoral influence and authority, ad- 
vising and assisting the superintendent and teach- 
ers in their work; and he is solemnly charged to 
instruct the children as wellas the adults in the 
Word of God, and to avail himself of all legitimate 
means to gather the lambs of the flock into the 
fold of Christ. 

3. That the suspension of a Sunday-school in win- 
ter is entirely inexcusable where an attendance of 
ten scholars and one teacher can be secured. 


It was also resolved to hold two Conference 
Institutes next year, one for each of the Con- 
ferences in the State, and the holding of dis- 
trict institutes in the State was recommended. 





Butler County, Pa.—The second annual Con- 
vention of the Butler County Sabbath-Schooi 
Association wiil be held in the Methodist 
Episcopal church at Sunbury, Pa., on Tues- 
day and Wednesday, 20th and 21st of Decem- 
ber, 1870. 

Boston.—The thirty-fousth anniversary of 
the mission Sabbath-school of the Union Tem- 
ple church, was celebrated November 20th in 
the Tremont Temple, which was thronged. 
The Rev. J. D. Fulton preached a sermou 
suitable to the occasion. T. B. Emery is the 
superintendent. Miss E. Taylor is their most 
efficient missionary. She made 2,270 visits 
during the year, and brought in 61 new scho- 
lars. The school numbers 230, 





Monroe County, N. Y¥.—The ji/th Sab- 
bath-School Teachers’ Institute this fall, for this 
live county, will be held in the Methodist 
church at Honeoye Falls, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, December 20 and 21, to begin 10 
o’clock on the morning of the 20th. William 
B. Levet, President, Charles Keeler, Secretary. 





Auburn, N. Y¥.—The Baptist school here, 
Rey. W. H. Maynard, pastor, and O. F. Knapp, 
superintendent, had very interesting monthly 
concert exercises on a recent Sunday evening. 
“‘The Golden Nine’ was well rendered, and 
an exercise consisting of twenty questions on 
the Prophecies respecting Christ, the superin- 
tendent asking the questions, the teachers 
reading in the Old Testament and the scholars 
reading in the New. The school sustains a 
flourishing mission on ‘Owasco street. 





St. Louis, Mo.—The first Sunday-School 
Institute meeting of the St. Louis Baptist Sun- 
day-School Convention will be held in the 
Beaumont Street church, Monday evening, 
December 19th. A special topic of discussion 
will be ‘‘Special Meetings for the Conversion 
of Children. 





Southern Methodist Sunday-Schools.—A 
Sunday-School Convention for the Methodist 
Episcopal church, South, assembles this month 
at Staunton, Virginia. The Rey. L. Rosser, 
D. D., takes charge of the Sunday-school in- 
terests within the bounds of the Virginia con- 
ference. 


The Sunday-Schools of the Northwest.— 
We take out of The Advance, of Chicago, the 
following extract from a statement of the Rey. 
F, G. Ensign, Missionary Agent of the Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Union for the North- 
West: 

While the Sunday-school Convention move- 


ment, which has for its basis schools already 
organized and in working order, is doing most 
valuable service in promoting better methods 
of teaching and stimulating Christians to do 
work in their own communities, there remains 
yet a wide field for missionary labor. There 
are tens of thousands of children in the North- 
west who live beyond the reach of the volun- 
tary agencies. If they are brought under 
Sunday-school instruction, some one adapted 
to and commissioned for that particular kind 
of labor must go to them, and not only gather 
in the children but also find teachers and offi- 
cers for the schools. This latter is often the 
most difficult part of the work. 

A missionary writing from Southern Illinois 
says: ‘I have two schools gathered—40 chil- 


been able to findany one to superintend them,” 


six oreight miles distant, he being the nearest 
professor of religion to that school, The work 
of the missionary is that of the pioneer. He 
goes into the destitute districts and out-of-the- 
way places, and to the frontier, and lays the 
foundation for conventions and institutes, and 
for churches too. During the past summer 
up to August Ist, the missionaries of the Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Union in the Northwest- 
ern department, have organized 211 new 
schools where schools did not exist before, and 
have gathered into them 8,064 children and 
1,232 teachers. This society does not seek so 
much to organize a great number of schools as 
to watch over and nurse the schools it organ- 
izes until they become self-sustaining or de- 
velope into churches, 

In the Northwest the missionaries aided 
this summer, besides those organized, 294 
sehools, having in them 22,869 scholars, and 
2,964 teachers. The value of this assistance is 
seen in the fact that 90 per cent. of the schools 
thus organized and aided have in our expe- 
rience of many years become self-sustaining, 
and a very large number have developed into 
churches, 

Of the schools organized, the majority are im 
new or neglected districts, unreached by other 
agencies, and would not have been reached by 
them, at least for the present. And the field 
is much larger than can possibly be overtaken 
before the children who are yet unreached 
pass beyond the Sunday-school or are eon- 
firmed in their habits of neglect, unless the 
number of missionaries is proportionately in- 
creased. A missionary will organize from 30 
to 50 new schools during the year, and gather 
into them from 1,500 to 2,000 children. He 
will aid from 50 to 75 other schools. Thisisa 
large parish, and is well cared for only by hard 
labor and great self-denial. 








—— 


{taly.—The evangelical schools in Italy are 
attracting attention, and are favorably con- 
| trasted with the schools under the direction of 
the Jesuits. At Naples a fete was given to the 
children attending the evangelical schools, 
when 400 boys and girls were present. In 
Leghgrn, where there are six schools contain- 
ing 300 children, 238 are Roman Catholic. Flo- 
rence has schools connected with the Walden- 
sian and American churches, containing about 
120 secholarsin each. In Venice there are day 
and Sunday-schools. The same report is fur- 
nished respecting those in Palermo, Milan, 
Turin, &c.; and as the children attending 
these schools will be the future men and wo- 
men of Italy, the influence for good which they 
may exert is of the utmost importance, 





dren in each—but after a long search have not’ 


Not unfrequently the superintendent is founds 
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PRESBYTERIAN REUNION MEMORIAL VOLUME, 
1837-1871. 8vo, pp. 568. New York: De Witt C. Lent 
«& Co. This is not only a worthy memorial record 
of a great event, but a unique contribution to reli- 
gious history which will have a permanent value, 
Its peculiar interest just now centres, to be sure, in 
the great family of Presbyterian Christians, but its 
light and warmth radiate towards all who love and 
pray for the closer union of Christ’s followers. The 
whole church may study the volume with profit, as 
they will be sure to study it with interestand plea- 
sure, The work is a complete repository of the 
subject. It gives a well prepared historical review 
of the two branches of the church, biographical 
sketches of men prominent in the separation and 
since, carefully edited papers on the Reunion 
Movement, on the Assemblies of 1869, and a full ac- 
count of the Reconstruction Movements and Acts, 
and of the Consummation Work in 1870. An arti- 
cle on the future of the reunited church closes the 
view. The differentchapters are prepared by some 
of the most eminent men in both communions, 
and have the accuracy of official sanction. A co- 
pious index and valuable appendix, with statistics, 
&c., still further complete the work, while its many 
portraits and engravings on wood and steel en- 
hance the beauty and value of the whole. We 
should think that no Presbyterian at least, who 
ean at all afford the very reasonab!le price of the 
volume ($3.50), will be without it; and thousands 
of others, in all the denominations, who are inte- 
rested in tracing the history, progress, and destiny 
of their sister churches in this eountry, will want 
to add it to their literary possessions, Sold only by 
subscription. EZ. B. Hiliott, 724 Chestnut Street, 
is General Subscription Agent for Philadelphia 
and vicinity, 

SACRED HEROES AND MARTYRS: Biographical 
Sketches of Illustrious Men ofthe Bible; with His- 
torical Scenes and Incidents illustrating their He- 
roic Deeds, Eventful Careers, and Sublime Faith. 
8vo, pp. 623. By Hon. J.T. Headley, Author of ‘‘Sa- 
cred Mountains,” ‘* Washington and his Generals,” 
etc. New York: #. B. Treat & Co. Philadelphia: 
A. H. Hubbard. This handsome volume deserves 
a@ generous recognition by the Christian public. 
For popular uses it will be found to be both edify- 
ing and ennobling. Such books do great good in 
thefamily. The young are never wearied of poring 
over them, and they early stamp their impress for 
good, which is never effaced. The title above 
quoted will perhaps sufficiently indicate the scope 
of the work. Twenty-two Old Testament, and fif- 
teen New Testament characters are drawn for us 
with the peculiar vividness which belongs to the 
author’s graphic style of word-painting. The nu- 
merous and fine illustrations, engraved on steel, 
are from original designs by A. L., Rawson, The 
whole work is beautifully, even elegantly got up, 
and is a credit to subscription-book publishing, 
which too often has been contented with inferior 
workmanship. Sold only by subscription. In- 
quire in Philadelphia of 4. H, Hubbard, 400 Chest- 
nut street. 

MIRIAM AND OTHER PoEms. By John Greenleaf 
Whittier. Boston: Fields, Osgood & Co. No cha- 
racter of Whittier's present poems is more marked 
than that calm repose which seems to have come 
over him since the great work of emancipation is 
done, One can hardly realize that these soft and 
mellowed rhymes come from the same instrument 
which ten years ago sent forth notes of defiance, 
scorn, and flerce invective. The longest poem in 
the collection, ‘* Miriam,” is an elaborate attempt 
to show that the Spirit works in the hearts of 
many outside of the gospel pale, and that Christ’s 
teachings were reproductions, but in better form, 
of what many wise men in various lands and 
races had taught before him, The doctrine per- 
haps is true in the sense in which Mr. Whittier 
means it, but it seems at least to ignoreall that we 
have been accustomed to regard as distinctive in 
the Christian scheme. Among the minor poems, 
are three that are destined to be general favorites, 
— Norembega,” ‘‘Nauhaught the Deacon,” and 
“In School Days.” The dainty little volume is one 
of the most welcome reminders of Christmas that 
that has come to our table, 
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SonGcs oF HomE, New York: Charles Scribner & 
Co. This is, so far, the leading gift-book of the 
season. It is uniform with “Songs of Life,’ pub- 
lished last year, and is superbly illustrated with 
original designs by several of our most eminent 
artists, with autograph specimens from eight pro- 
minent poets. The letter-press and binding attrac- 
tions are of the most elegant sort. The selections 
are uncommonly fine, and since the subject is so 
sweetly common tous all, we do notsee how the 
work can failof being, as it deserves to be, very 
largely sought after for presentation purposes du- 
ring the coming holidays. 

NATURE'S ARISTOCRACY; or Battles and Wounds 
in Time of Peace. A Plea for the Oppressed. By 
Miss Jennie Collins. Edited by Russell H. Con- 
well. Boston: Lee & Shepard. In aseries of gra- 
phic chapters, filled with facts, this work exposes 
to view some of the saddest phases of human life— 
the condition of toiling women, their struggles, 
triumphs and defeats in winning bread for them- 
selves and their dependents. The pictures are not 
all dark, but relieved by some of the sweet ameni- 
ties which sympathy with suffering only can dis- 
close. Social wrongs, the oppression of public 


opinion, business avarice, taulty or inoperative 
legislation, and other flaws in our political econo- 
my, with resultant evils, are touched upon. Whiie 
there is little that is new in the work, it still in- 

s tothe most serious reflections of Christians 
d philanthropists, in both private and public 


vi 


My Ne OM. cry ilfu. 
New York: Harper & Brothers. Mr. Du Chaillu 
certainly has the knack of making a boys’ book. 
Like his previous ventures in this line, the pre- 
sent volume is filled with lively sketches of perso- 
naladventure in the regions bordering upon the 
great Sahara, with pictures that make the hair al- 
most stand on end at their vivid horror. Without 
undertaking to say how much of what is here nar- 
rated is true and how much is purely fictitious, it 
is easy to see that the coloring of the story is en- 
tirely truthful, and that the author, while cater- 
ing to the youthful love of wild adventure, is yet 
giving his young readers much real knowledge of 
life in the interior regions of Africa. 

HYMNSOF FAITH AND Hopsg. By Horatius Bonar, 
D.D. 8vols.,18mo. Gilttop. New York: Roberti Car- 
ter & Brothers. The publishers have done well to 
offer this edition of Bonar’s hymns to the Ameri- 
ean public. It is but half the price of the standard 
edition, and enables Christians of even very limi- 
ted means to purchasea rare treasure of sacred 
song. Bonar’s hymns, as 3 collection, are certainly 
the sweetest, most musical, and most spiritual be- 
longing to the modern Christian Church, 

BASKERVILLE'S PRACTICAL INSTRUCTOR of the 
English Language (Practisciies Lehrbuch der Eng- 
lischen Sprache), Thorouguly Revised and Ar- 
ranged for use in America, by Prof. Gustavus Fis- 
cher. New York: EZ. Steiger. This revision of a 
work which was faulty in many particulars, meets 
&want that has long been felt by Germans who 
Would acquire a knowledge of our tongue. By 
easy steps it conducts the German learner through 
the preliminaries of the English to such a degree 
of progress as will enable him, with comparatively 
little help, to read, write and speak English with 
tolerable facility. Avoiding all unnecessary rules, 
and tedious repetitions, it gives special attention 








to the practical points of the language. Where 
excellencies so abound, it is difficult to make a se- 
lection; but we would call special attention to the 
section devoted to pronunciation. This terrible 
bugbear to all foreigners who would learn our Jan- 
guage, has been handled with the utmost discri- 
mination, a phonetic system of peculiar clearness 
having been adopted. The work has really a dou- 
ble value, that which it has for Germans studying 
the English language, and that which it has for the 
English-speaking, who have made some progress 
in the acquirement of the German. Although par- 
tially acompilation and partially a revision, the 
work may be considered in its present form as 
practically original; and from the thorough ac- 
quaintance it shows with the orthography, the 
grammatical and idiomatic construction of our 
language, we speak advisedly in giving it our 
hearty commendation, The typography and bind- 
ing are both excellent. 

LUTE FALCONER. By Florence Gould. Boston: 
D. Lothrop & Co. Lute (or Luther) Falconer, the 
son of a clergyman, was a wayward youth, and 
very rebellious because his father, a pious, self- 
denying, godly man had to struggle with poverty, 
while his neighbors, with less merit, were rich and 
prosperous. The unequal allotments of providence 
make the boy bitter and unbelieving. The story 
is one involving many actors, old and young, and 
brings out a rich vein of religious experience, 
while ‘vindicating the ways of God.” The story 
is well told, and its teachings are good. The book 
vis one of two important “ prize volumes,” and de- 
serves the palm it has received. Like all the 
books issued by D. Lothrep & Company, it is printed 
and bound in very handsome style, 

SHORT -CoMINGS AND LONG-GOINGS; or, The Boys 
and Girls of Glencairn. By Julia A. Eastman. 
Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. This story divided the 
prize’ in the estimaticn of the judges, with “Lute 
Falconer,” noticed above. Both are good books, 
The present one teaches excellent lessons through 
the agency of a dear, good, helpful aunt, on the 
cultivation of an unselfish spirit, the cure of a vio- 
lent temper, the wrong of indulging in a quarrel- 
some, carping and bickering habit, the sin of 
cruelty to animals, and other incidental matters 
which cannot be too often pressed home upon 
youthful readers. The book is very sprightly in 

tyle, full of cheerful vivacity, and altogether de- 
serving of Sabbath-school approval and use. 

STORIES AND PICTURES FROM CHURCH HISTORY. 
For Young People. Illustrated. New York: Carl- 
ton & Lanahan, This isa handsome and valuable 
book. It gives a careful, though necessarily brief, 
summary of the prominent events in the history 
of the Christian Church, from the first to the end 
of the fourteenth centuries, Nowhere have we seen 
such an attempt so well sustained. It is written in 
avery simple, clear style, that even very young 
people may understand, and it is such a valua- 
ble epitome that old and young alike may read it 
with profit. The editor, Dr. Wise, has done Ame- 
rican Protestantism a good service by selecting 
this book from the English, and causing it to be 
brought before the Sunday-school public here. All 
ourSunday-Schools ought tosecure a copy for their 
libraries. 

JUDGE Not; or, Hester Powers’s Girlhood. By 
Mrs. Edwin Sheppard. Boston: Loring, Publisher, 
The scene of this interesting story is laid in Eug- 
land. The author shows fine powers of description. 
The plot is one almost worn out by frequent use, 
but the incidents and surroundings are so well 
grouped as to make one of the better class of so- 
called religious fictions. The story is the old one 
of suspicion and accusation of an innocent, lovely 
child, whose character is at last redeemed, when 
too late, however, and a mischievous magpie, with 
a wicked girl accomplice, are seen to be the real 
culprits. Suitable for Sunday-school uses. 

WoRKS OF CHARLES DICKENS. Illustrated 
Household Edition. Boston: Fields, Osgood & Co. 
The last volume of this edition, ‘‘ The Uncommer- 
cial Traveller,” has come to hand. Fourteen yo- 
lumes compose it. Each has sixteen uncommonly 
expressive illustrations. This edition is, in a word, 
nonpareil. We prefer it, taken altogether, above 
all others. 

LITTLE BLoSsom’s STORIES. By the Rey. J. D. 
Strong, and Mary Latham Clarke. Boston: D, Lo- 
throp & Co. The five little volumes that make up 





this library for children are of the very best of 
their kind, teaching good lessons in religion and 
morals, and in an interesting way. They are very 
prettily illustrated, and make truly good books for 
the younger scholars in the Sabbath-school. 

DAFFY Down DILuy, and THE HISTORY oF A, 
B,C. Boston: Loring, publisher. Two pretty lit- 
tle volumes of “The Fairy-Folk Series,” filled with 
all the: exaggerations and impossible splendors 
that delight the child-imagination, and many of 
them teaching excellent lessons. Another volume 
completes the series, 

FERGUS MorToN. By J. R. Macduff, D.D. Phila- 
delphia: American Sunday-School Union. An Eng- 
lish reprint, giving the story of an interesting 
Scotch boy, and showing the value of religious 
principle in the affairs of every-day life. Suitable 
for the Sabbath-school. 

LIBRARY FoR LITTLE LADS AND LASSES. New 
York: Carlton &Lanahan. The stories in this set of 
little books are for the most part beautiful and 
good. “The Fisher Boys’ Secret” is especially to be 
commended. They are reprinted from the Eng- 
lish, 

MASTER HATHORNE’S FAMILY. By George E. 
Merrill. Philadelphia: American. Baptist Publica- 
tion Society. One of several deeply interesting 
books which the Society is issuing, and which are 
to be highly commended from a denominational 
point of view, as informing and instructing the 
youth in the principles and history of the church 
with which they are providentially connected. 
The present story is about the early Boston Bap- 
tists. 

THE BIBLE HAND-Book. By A. L. Rawson. New 
York: R. B. Thompson & Co. We have already 
spoken highly of this valuable hand-book. Itisa 
prize for all Sunday-sehool teachers and readers of 
the Bible, The new edition, just out, contains ad- 
ditional engravings, thus furnishing over 150 illus- 
trative wood-cuts, and 25 maps and plans, Itis 
the cheapest work of the kind extant. 

THE BLACKBOARD MANUAL. Vol. 2. Newark, 
N. J.: Samuel W. Clark, Editor and Publisher. 
The bound volume containing the numbers for 
1870 is out. The Manual is the only thing of the 
kind published. It devotes itself exclusively to 
illustrative teaching in the Sabbath-school, and is 
an admirable assistant which every superinten- 
dent and infant-class teacher especially would be 
the better for having and consulting. Get the 
bound volumes already issued, and subscribe for 
the Manual for 1871, 

THE SWALLOWS OF LEIGH FARM. Philadelphia: 
American Sunday-School Union. A beautiful little 
book, attempting to interest the young ina de- 
scription of the nature, habits, &c., of different 
species « f swallows. 

FLossy LEE AT THE MOUNTAINS Philadelphia: 
J. P. Skelly & Company. A story of a little girl, 
showing how she spent the snmmer in a pleasant 
house on the Hudson river, and the various ad- 
ventures which she had among her compamions of 
the same age, 

A SuNDAY-ScHOOL SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS. 
The Reformed Church Publication Board, Philadel- 
phia, has issued in a neat pamphlet an interesting 
service for Sunday-schools in their Christmas an- |. 
niversaries—especially suited to schools who are 
in the habit of using a liturgy. 

WELLS'S ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL of Phrenology 
and Physiognomy. For 1871. New York: S. R. 
Wells. Full of racy, interesting, practical items, 
besides portraits, characters, biographies, &c., of 
distinguished men and women, A favorite an- 
nual, 

THE FAMIlY CHRISTIAN ALMANAC, For 1871. 
New York: American Tract Society. Always well 
edited and accurate as an almanac, and full of in- 
teresting religious reading instead of nonsense, 

THE OLD FRANKLIN ALMANAC. For 1871. Phi- 
ladelphia: A.Winch. Anold favorite, containing 
a valuable table of current events, American and 
Foreign, for 1870. 

THE CHILD AT HoME. Boston: Ameriean Trae 
Society. It may not be generally known that an 
edition of this excellent little paper for Sabbath- 
schools is issued in very beautiful oil colors, mak- 
ing in the course of a year an exceedingly attrac- 
tive portfolio, which children will never weary of 
admiring. A year’s subscription (only fifty cents) 
would make a beautiful holiday gift for a child. 
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Advertising Department. 


Onder this head we classify the business notices 
whtch follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
Tt ts our purpose and determination not to admit into 
& anything of an objectionable character, under any 
etrcumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared. 


J. 0. GARRIGUES & CO., 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





New Scripture Texts. 





A new and attractive series of WALL TEXTS is 
now being printed in large, bold letters, so plain 
that children familiar with the alphabet can read 
them. They have a neat border and are highly or- 
namental, being printed in colors. Their cheap- 
ness will secure an introduction into many schools 
where the elaborate lithograph texts are consider- 
ed too expensive. Size, 18 by 22 inches. 


Texts completed are as follows : 
“* Honor thy Father and Thy Mother.”’ 
“T Will Arise and Go to My Father.” 
‘Blessed are the Peacemakers.”’ 
“Pray Without Ceasing.” 
‘“*Thou God Seest Me.” 
‘“*Lovest Thou Me?”’ 


Sap The six texts by mail at one time 90 cents. 
Single copies 20 cents. 





NEARLY 


1,000,000 


Volumes distributed by Sunday-Schoo!s using 





eck Syste™ 


LIBRARY REGISTER 


The best, most simple, complete and economical plan, 
Send for Descriptive Circular giving sizes and prices. 


J.0, GARRIGUES & CO., 608 Arch St., Philadelphia, 
or, A. 0. VAN LENNEP, 76 East 9th St , New York, 


Lesson List for 1871. 


All schools intending to use the course of Les- 
sons that are to appear in our columns next year, 
would do well to provide their entire member- 
ship with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1871, 


which can be obtained at 25 cts. per 100 copies, post- 
paid, by addressing the Publishers of this paper. 


LABELS. 











GEIST’S 





ADHESIVE 











1 to 300, 2101 to 2400, 
301 to 600, 2401 to 2700, 
601 to 900, 2701 to 3000, 
901 to 1200, 3001 to 3300, 
1201 to 1500, 3301 to 3600, 
1501 to 1800, 3601 to 3900, 
1801 to 2100, 3901 to 4100, 





These superior labels for libraries are printed on 
tough and durable paper, and are rendered adhesive 
by a substance which forms a union better than 
any material heretofore known. They are sold at 
30 cents for a sheet, containing 300 labels, Furnished 
in large or small quantities, by mail, post-paid. 





‘' Dr. Hart's book is the best on the subject.”’ 
REv. J. H. VINCENT, D.D. 





THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL IDEA: 


An Exposition of the Principles which 
underlie the Sunday-school cause, 
setting forth its Objects, Orga- 
nization, Methods and 
Capabilities. 

By JOHN S. HART, LL.D. 

Large 16moe, 416 pages, $1.50. 


The intention of this volume is to givea 
general survey of the whole subject of Sun- 
day-schools. The author’s experience asa pro- 
minent Christian educator for more than one- 
third of a century, is embodied in this admi- 
rable volume. There is hardly any feature 
of the Sunday-school work which has not at 
one time or another come up for Dr. Hart’s 
personal, practical consideration, and he here 



























presents his whole rounded idea of what then 


Sunday-school is and of what it is capable. 

A complete alphabetical index, embodying 
every topic under consideration, adds greatly 
to the value of the volume as a text-book for 
frequent reference. 


WORDS OF APPROVAL. 


No more complete and thorough work has eve 
been given to the Sunday-school] workers of ou 
land. We rank this book among the siege-guns of 
our warfare.—Baptist Teacher. 


Dr. Hart isa Christian scholar, an experienced 
educator in the secular field, and for many years 
editor of the leading Sunday-school periodical o 
thecountry. Every superintendent will of course 
secure a copy of his new book.—Sunday-School 
Journal. 


This book takes a hopeful view of the Sunday- 
school work, Its study is calculated to give th¢ 
teacher a high aim, a more comprehensive and 
larger idea of his responsibilities, and a determi- 
nation to bea better teacher.—Sunday-Schoel Work- 
man. 

Iam greatly pleased with Prof. Hart’s new book, 
and am studying it with delight. I hope it will be 
widely read and as widely appreciated.—Rev. H. 
Clay Trumbull. 

With that graceful style and careful elaboration 
for which the author isso noted, he writes fully 
and excellently of all the general principles of 
Sunday-school work and of the philosophy of teach- 
ing. The book is admirable for its correctness and 
thoroughness.—New York Independent, 

Like every thing from the pen of Dr. Hart, itis 
thorough and complete, if not exhaustive. It is 
the result of long observaiion, experience, and 
study, and covers the entire field of which it treats. 
Every superintendent and teacher in the country 
should read it.—Lutheran Observer. 

This is the most comprehensive and reliable 
book on the whole question of Sunday-school work 
that we have ever read, It isabook that if tho- 
roughly studied must be of inestimable value to 
all Sunday-school teachers, but especially to su- 
perintendents.—Toronto Christian Guardian. 

Professor Hart deserves the gratitude of all true 
friends of Sabbath-schools for writing this work, 
and it is hoped they will widely seek it and carc- 
fully read it. The publishers have issued it ina 
very inviting form.—Christian Instructor. 

The treatise is well nigh,if not altogether ex- 
haustive of the theme. In all its parts, too, it 
breathes the spirit of a Christian heart panting to 
make the Sunday-school a blessing sach as God 
designed it to be.—Northwestern Christian Advocate, 

4q> B. autifally bound in fine cloth 
on receipt of price. 


Sen by mail 








Elegant Prize Books. 


1. Short-Comings and _Long-Goings. 
Price; $1.25. Full of sparkle and glow, and 
throbbing in every paragraph with intense 
life. It teaches the highest lessons of duty 
and religion, with equal quietude and effect, 


2. Lute Falconer. Price, $1.50. A story 
of rare interest, touching the deeper chords of 
life. It will be read with enthusiasm, and 
_— down with an appreciation of its high 
office. 


{Every reader can now decide the question on’ 


which the committee could not agree, the compa- 
rative merit of these two books. The excellence of 
each, and their unlikeness kept the committee 
long in suspense, and finally led to a compromise, 
giving to each an equal premium. A larger jury— 
the public—can now sit in judgment, and make 
its own award. } 


3. Hester’s Happy Summer. [!t is rare 


to find a story of such sweetness and beauty, 
The pathos is tender and all-pervading, and 
steals into the heart with a refining power. 


4. One Year of My Life. The author isa 
finished writer, with a large knowledge of 
books and of life,a keen insight into character, 
a quick sense of the ludicrous, and a style of 
rare purity and ease. 


In Press, to be Published December 16th. 


5. The Judge’s Sons. Price, $1.50. By 
Mrs. E, D. Kendg 


By JOHN S. HART. 


A beautiful tract for teachers, containing rich 
gems of thought, and pointing to the reward in 
store for earnest laborers in the Sabbath-school 
vineyard. Price 36 cents adozen. Send two 3-cent 
stamps for a sample by mail. 


BOOK AGENTS MAKE 
$80 to $200 per Month by selling 


GREAT FORTUNES. 


Anp How THEY WERE MADE. By J. D. McCabe, Jr. 
New, fresh and original. Profusely illustrated and 
beautifully bound. It shows how a poor school- 
master made $40,000,000; how a poor, half-blind 
sailor kecame a great banker, a buicher’s appren- 
tice the wealthiest man in America, an unknow2 
mechanic a millionaire in seven years, with many 
more such ¢ xamples; how energy, talent, and pa- 
tient industry have always met with success when 
properly exerted; how money can be made ho- 
nestly and without sacrifice of principle. Send for 
Circular, &c., and my extraterms. Geo. Maclean, 
Publisher, 719 Sansom Street, Philadelphia. 


PIANOS, (435 Broome St., New York. ]ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 

Wecan furnish new seven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1.000. We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


Burdett Combination Organ 


(with Carpenter and Burdett’s new improv? 

ments), which we challenge the world to bee 

The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome 7 

this instrument. Our new scale, medium-sized 

octave Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 
rices for cash. Sold on installments, or rented. 
ice-lists sent to any address, 
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GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 
AS 


REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance for acertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 

The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 

“Search the Scriptures: for in them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
Git, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 


&@ Samples of either style sent post-paid for 6 
cents beyond the dozen rate price. 





JUST WHAT YOU NEED! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER'S 
POCKET BOOK and DIARY, 


1871. 
Containing Class Register, Attendance Register, 
Collection Register, and Diary, 
Jewish Calendar, Tables of Weights and 
Measures, Money, &c., 
Calendar of Lessons, and Calendar of 1871. 





CHICAGO, November 7th, 1870, 
ADAMS, BLACKMER & LYoN—Gentlemen:—I have 
examined, with care, your SUNDAY ScHOOL 
TEACHER'S POCKET BOOK AND DIARY FOR 1871, and 
am so well pleased with it, that I desire to placea 
copy. ion the hands of each teacher of Rail Road 
Mission. You may send me therefore SEVENTY- 
FIVE COPIES. Yours truly, 
J. K. STEARNS, Supt. 





Beautifully bound in Morocco, Gilt Edged, and 
is an appropriate present from superintendents or 
scholars to teachers. Price, $1. Liberal terms to 
superintendents who buy it for their teachers. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER & LYON 
_Fublishing Company, Chicago, 


sos MWI'PE-CHEST, 


CLASS COLLECTIONS. 





This very neat little box, or Mite-Chestl, as it is 
called, has been prepared for the use of Sunday- 
school classes, to contain their monthly collections, 
It is made of wood, with ornamental cover, on 
which are printed appropriate passages from the 
Scriptures. 


SEND FOR A SAMPLE, 
aa Ten Chests in a box for $3. 6a 


Sample by mail 40 cents. 


Subscribe for the Best 
THE CHILD’S PAPER. 
Monthly Circulation 
348,000. 

LARGER THAN ANY OTHER 


SABBATH-SCHOOL PAPER PUBLISHED. 
$12.00 Per Hundred Copies. 


American Tract Society, 
1408 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 








L871. 


NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE. 


THE WELL-SPRING 


For 1871, 


Is the only Weekly Paper for Children and Youth 
Published in the Country, suitable 
for Sabbath-Schools. 


The articles are many of them original, from our 
best writers, while the pictures are all attractive 
and beautiful. 

We hope thaf your school will circulate at least 
twenty copies for the new year, and we are confi- 
dent that it will increase the interest in the school, 
and profit the children. 





PRICE. 
For 20 copies and upwards, 6 cts. per copy. 
Postage prepaidin Boston,72 ** ‘“ *§ 
For Semi-Monthly issue, one-half these rates. 
For Monthly issue,one-fourth the above rates. 
MOSES H. SARGENT, Treas., 
13 Cornhill, Boston. 


APPROPRIATE FOR CHRISTMAS. 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 





L—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
II.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 
36 Cents Per Bogen. 
III.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE, 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
VI.—PRECIOUS JEWELS. 
24 Cents Per Dozen, 
VII.—THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. 
48 Centa Per Dozen. 
VIII.—MOUNT EBAL AND MOUNT GERIZIM. 
‘ 48 Cents Per Dozen. 
IX.—THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 
; 36 Cents Per Dozen, 
X.—THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XI.—THE COMMANDS OF OUR SAVIOUR. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XII.—CHRISTIANA AND HER CHILDREN, 
96 Cents Per Dozen, 
XIII.—JESUS, THE ROSE OF SHARON, 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
caiculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imvarting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the thirteen sent to any one by 
mail on receipt of 55 cents. = 


IBLES AND TESTAMENTS 
(American and English),in great variety, for 
sale at low prices, at the Depository of the 
Pennsylvania Bible Society, Corner of WALNUT 
ANDSEVENTH STEETS, Philadelphia. S 


s@-EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wx 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and subsiantial patent 
Binders. It willlast from year toyear. Price by 
mail, 3). 








NOW READY. 


THE INFANT CLASS: 


PRIMARY RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, 


By SARA J. TIMANUS, 
Teacher of Model Primary Departments, 
Late of the Minnesota State Normal School. 





EDITED, WITH AN INTRODUCTION, 
BY EDWARD EGGLESTON, 


iditor of the National Sunday-School Teacher. 
Sent by mail for 75 cents, 


ADAMS, BLACKMER & LYON 
Publishing Company, Chicago. 


NEW HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS, 


BY REV. GEORGE W. CLARK, 





A new work most admirably arranged for the 
use of those who are engaged in studying the Life 
of our Lord, We do not know of any other volume 
ofits kind so inexpensive, and at the same time 
so full and fresh and useful for Sabbath-school 
teachers who are pursuing any course of lessons 
on the Life of Christ. We earnestly reeommend 
this new Harmony to every student of the Holy 
Scriptures. Price, $1.50. 


CHILD 


The Best Children’s Paper ! 


Elegantly printed in Oil Colors; 
FULL OF HANDSOME PICTURES, 
Good Stories, 


And everything to interest 
Little Folks. 

Only 50 Cents a Year. 
A $40 Sunday-School Library 
for 100 subscribers, 

Send a for specimen copy and 


remium List, 
Address, CHILD AT HOME, 


HOME. 
; 164 Tremont St., Boston. 


ON TRIAL, FOR 50 CENTS. 


Pastors, Superintendents and other friends of the 
Sabbath-school have expressed a wish that The 
Munday-School Times should visit their teachers 
antilthey become acquainted with the paper; as- 
sured that they will soon realize that an annual 
subscription is a good investment of 3 cenis a week. 
We will send the poner FOUR MONTHS on trial, in 
large or small quantities, at the rate of 50 cents per 
eopy. Surely in no other way could teachers be so 
greatly benefitted withsosmallan outlay of money 


AT 














BIGLOW & MAIN’S 


Latest Publications. : 





The Victory, for Choirs and Singing 
Schools. Price, $1.50; $13.50 per doz +. 


Bright Jewels, tor the Sunday-School. 
Price, in board covers,‘35c.; $30 per 100 copies, 


Songs of Devotion, for Prayer-Meet- 
ings and all Religious,Gatherings. Over 650 
Hymns and Tunes. Price, in full cloth bind- 
ing, 75 cents. 


The Singer, for Singing Classes, Day 
Schools, Conventions, and the Home Circle, 
Price, 60 cents each; $6 per dozen, 


gas" Hither of the above sent, post-paid, on 
receipt of the retail price. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 425 Broome St., N. Y. 


(Successors to WM. B. BRADBURY.) 
FOR SALE BY BOOKSELLERS GENERALLY. 








Rev. A- B Moree 
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The Board of Publication 


WILL ISSUE IN A FEW DAYS 


THE HOLLY WREATH 
For CHRISTMAS, 1870; 


A CLUSTER OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS. 


Words by ALEX. R.THOMPSON, D.D. 
Music by U. C. BURNAP. 
i. ‘‘In Olden Time on Christmas Night.” 
2. ‘* Weave a Crown for Jesus.”’ 
3. ‘Come, Little Child, and Listen.”’ 
4, ‘*All Hail the Day.”’ 
5. ‘Glad Christmas Bells.” 
6. ‘Listen to the Angels.” 
Price, $3 a Hundred. 


The Board hason hand at their Depository as 
choice a selection of Sabbath-School Books as can 
be found in the City. 


WM. FERRIS, Agent, 
34 Vesey Street, New York. 


TBACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 








This is a very convenient arrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. Aftera choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it tothe class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced, 

The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents. 





Established 1841, 


W. & F. LANGENHEIM. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PHOTOGRAPHIC PICTURES 


ARTISTICALLY COLORED 


For the Magic Lantern, Stereopticon, 
and dissolving view apparatus, 


Also MANUFACTURERS of 
MICROSCOPIC PHOTOGRAPHS, 


OF SUPERIOR QUALITY. 


LANTERNS and APPARATUS 
OF SUPERIOR QUALITY FURNISHED. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FURNISHED GRATIS, 


Address: W.& EF. LANGEHENHEIM, 
P. O. Bow 1579 Philadelphia, Pa., 
(Manufactory, 1018 Woed Street.) 


TEACHER’S CLASS-BOOK : 


IMPROVED. 
PRICE 15 CENTS, 


This form of Class-Book for the use of Sabbath- 
school ers certainly combines the advantages 
by all others. On the open page are blanks 
reco! the name of every scholar, and for 
each week his attendance, lesson, behaviour, con- 
tribution, and the number of library book. Either 
of these may be omitted, but if kept complete, they 
form an interesting record, By maii 19 cents. 











VICK’S 
FLORAL GUIDE 
For 1871. 


THE First EDITION OF ONE HUNDRED AND 
Firty THOUSAND copies of Vick’s Illustrated 
Catalogue of Seeds and Floral Guide, is published 
and ready tosend out—1l100 pages, and an Engra- 
ving of almost every desirable Flower and Vege- 
table. Itis elegantly printed on fine tinted paper, 
illustrated with Three Hundred fine Wood Engra- 
vings, and Two beautiful 

COLORED PLATES. 

The most beautiful and themost instructive Floral 
Guide published: A GERMAN EDITION pub- 
lished, in all other respects similar to the English. 

Sent free to all my customers of 1870, as rapidly 
as possibie, without application, Sent to all others 
who order them for Ten Cents, which is not half 
the cost, Address JAMES VICK, 


ochester, N.Y. 





TEAGHER’S BIBLE. 


This isan admirable form of BIBLE, containing 
complete references, with a large amount of in- 
formation for teachers in the preparation of their 
lessons. It is printed in good readable type, with 
& number of maps, and an appendix of nearly one 
hundred pages entitled, “An Index to the Persons, 
Places and Subjects occurring in the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” This Index and the maps will be found of 

reat practical value. The book also contains 

hronological Tables from the date of the Creation 
of the world to the Banishment of John to the 
island of Patmos. The volume is bound in different 
styles, and is very convenient in size for a teacher’s 
hand-book, weighing from 20 to 28 ounces, 


Imitation Morocco, $3.00; by mail, $3.20. 

Turkey Morocco, $4.50; by mail, $4.74, 

Turkey Mor., with gilt clasp, $6.00; by mail, $6.28. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt rims and clasp, $7.00; by 
mil, $7-28, 








CHRISTMAS, 


Books oe tore Readers, 
Devotional Books, 
REWARD CARDS, 
Picture Books for All Seasons, 


&e., &., &e., &e. 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


A CHOICE HOLIDAY GIFT. 
PERRINE’S CHROMO OF THE HOLY LAND. 


In the Highest Style of German Art. 
Size, 35 by 18 inches. 


“The best chromo on the best subject.’’ 
— Gilbert Haven. 
“The finest contribution art has made to sacred 
geography.” —Dr. J. H. Vincent. 
“As truthful as it is beautiful or glorious,” 
—Dr. Fettrich. 
“Tt is accurate and beautiful.”’—Bishop Simpson. 
“Very accurate and instructive,”’ 
—Dean Stanley (London), 
“A work of extraordinary ability and patience.” 
—John Wilkinson (London), 
“A work of superior excellence,” 
—Capt. Layard (London), 
“A work of great value.”—Hrnest Renan (Paris). 
**T cannot commend it too strongly.”’’—Dr. Durbin. 
Rgice $12.50. Address W. H. PERRINK, 
4 Lansing, Michigan. 


TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 
This is a little four-page leaflet, preparea by 
. G. PARDEE, containing some brief and useful 

hints forthe Sunday-school teacher, It isintended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the 
Gommuznity to the true worker in theSunday-school 
vineyard. It also embraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher, Many Superintendents we have no doubt 
would like todistributoitin theirschools, Packages 
of 5 copies will be sent by mail for 24 cents, 





— 


Ebristmas Story! 
Mr. Blake’s Walking Stick: 


A Christmas Story for Boys and Girls, 
By Rev. EDWARD EGGLESTON, D.D., 
Editor of the National Sunday-School Teacher, 
Author of “The Round Table Stories,” ‘“ The 
Chicken Little Stories,” ‘‘Stories Told on a Cellar 

Door,” &c., &c. 
Mr. Eggleston is widely known as a most suc- 
cessful and gifted writer for children, and 


“MR. BLAKE’S WALKING STICK” 


is, without doubt, the most delightful story that 
has come from his pen. It is specially adapted to 
use in Sunday-s:hool as a present on the Christ- 
mas Tree, or from teacher, or parent, or friend, to 
a boy or girl. 

PRICE—On paper, beautifully illuminated and 
illustrated, 25 cents. By the dozen, $2. Sent by mail, 


ADAMS, BLACKMER & LYON, 
Publishing Company, Chicago. 
For sale by Booksellers, 








GREAT SUCCESS! 


American Sunday:School Worker. 
TERMS FOR 1871. 
J. W. McINTYRE, St. Louis, 
PUBLISHER. 


A Monthly, 32 pages octavo, for Parents, Tea- 
chers and Scholars, with Sunday-School Lessons, 
Exposition, Illustrations, Questions, &c., for each 
Sabbath. 

This publication is designed to develope a greater 
depth and spirituality in the Sunday-School work, 
looking beyond methods to results. 

PRICE $1.50 PER YEAR, IN'‘ADVANCE. 
Sixty Lesson papers free to all clubs of 10, 
Lesson papers, per 100, 75 cents; 1 umber, one 

eent each.—Clubs of 20, without jesstalgapers, $1.25 

each.—4grSpecimen copy and list essons for 

1871 sent on receipt of postage stamp. 














THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 
Published Every Week, 


$1.60 A YEAR. 
Four months on trial, 50 cents, 


Where fen or more copies are subscribed for at 
one time, $1.25 per copy. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and varteiy of originai 
matter tn THE TIMES, it is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

/Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid i 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the subs 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has beer 
made, 

Written receipts for renewals are not necessary, 
as due acknowledgment for remittances is made 
by the use of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents ayear, which 
must be paid in advance at the post office where the 
subscriber resides, 

da sending money by mail, we adviss our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done. 

Ail letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH sSTREKT. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 








YUM’ 


